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REPATRIATION Scdidided

the act or process of restoring or returning someone
or something to the country of origin, in, C /\/003

SYNONYMS ANTONYMS

* Immigration o * Dispersion
* Influx__ pﬁ ~ Resettlement
o Migration - o Scatterlng/ Verb-(repatria'ge)
Diaspora
dform(orwg
The of prisoners of war was completed after the treaty.

(alamp



especially by repeated disagreeable acts

(alamp

swovvws SIS

* Persecut j/ M . Conmhaﬁ
» Aggravate~ * Oblige /

| ﬁ’ﬂ me Placate —

* Rile ~ ﬁ/ . Propltlail/e

 Exas %erate

THE HINDU EDITORIAL ANALYSIS | ANUBHAV SIR | 8 AM | [

“ e |oi6

to disturb the peace of mind of (someone)

A\

MEANING OF VEX

annoy, distress, irritate

7| iy

Noun-(vexation)

Yol Pyflichs

The delay in dellvery began to

S

the customers.
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e

to serve as leader of

SYNONYMS

* Pioneer -

* Command

* Initiate » Backer - Verb-(spearhead)
* Champion _/  Subordinate 7

—

. Trailblazer/.

The minister the effort to improve education standards.

(alomp
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p__noustic QA URSRY -

Intellectual
s in all-inclusive

Physical Emotional

SYNONYMS ANTONYMS

* Comprehensive - * Specific
# p_oms g
* Integral Y% . RestrlcteV S

* Panoramic_/ * Segmente
- Encompassiy . Partial/
A plan considers all aspects of community development.

Calod
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) o GETIVINEN. A

old and in bad condition or poor health

?pmSM( B SR
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To understand deeply

e
Tijn

* Comprehend -~

* Grasp_~
* Discern /

* Penetrate _ //;

* Apprehend

IVERSR)

ANTONYMS _ :
* Confuse

- // FORMS
. Mlsmterpre:/

* Misconceiv Noun-(fathom)

OM

She couldn’t

V

why he left without saying goodbye.




to bring (something volatile or i}tense) into being

STRRNY A C}’J{Q ANTONYMS
. lnstlgate (QLL‘ . Tame

e Inci VOKQ/ gy FORMS
.A‘Je‘fj % - o  Silrugol

B, e Bri
. D‘:ionat/ (611 Aup) + Bridle - SIAMUW

The agitators sought to unregt in the region.

foment
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e RLCTON

free from storms or physical disturbance LLOP  Peceand tranquility at s best!
o 4 ), Calm and prosperity prevails

gl around
SYNONYMS ANTONYMS

/\ap h a \ \i\' '\ W \»C(cicandt com
* Placid _~ MB%MP;  Turbulen nt-

* Serene n sSWVj’ Tempestuous

* Tranquil_~ . lnclement Cl/ m(AUOM Noun-(halcyon)

* Temperate / laﬂ * Blizzardy
* Balmy . =4

The company eiperienced a period before the market crash.

Calod



a person who stirs up pub)l'c feelings especially of

discontent
o
Sligrom
. lnsurgeng/ * Peacemaker -
* Apostle - * Reconciler ' —
* Proponent / * Uniter Adjective-(incendiary)
* Rebel ) . Paciﬁer/(@mwmd

(a (s

* Arsonist/

——

The

was caught before causing any damage.
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playful, reckless behavior that is not intended to
cause serious harm o

SYNONYMS

ANTONYMS

+ Rascality_” 'DG(,QML’  Gravity
* Roguery C{l/‘/fi Solemnness,_~
+ Deviltry _/ W° Probity _~

. Buffoonery . lntegrlty

The politician’s led to his downfall.
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«Set a precedent -Create a model case.

ExampETThe landmark ruling set a precedent for how similar environmental
disputes will be resolved.

*In the public eye -Under public scrutiny.

Example: Celebrities often struggle to maintain privacy while living in the public
eye.

eFace the music ~Accept responsibility for an unpleasant outcome.

Example: The manager had to face the music after the project failed to meet its

goals.
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PHRASAL VERBS

Intervene in - to become involved in a situation to improve or prevent it from
worsening B

Example: The UN decided to intervene in the conflict to prevent further civilian
casualties.

eTrack down/[ to find someone or something after a difficult or long search
Example: The journalist managed to track down the whistleblower after weeks
of investigation.

*Bank on - to depend on or expect something to happen

Example: The company is banking on strong holiday sales to boost its annual

profits.
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all derived from the“port” (Latin - to carry).

«Portable /Able to be easily carried or moved

Example: The musician used a portable speaker for the street performance.
-Deport To carry or send someone out of a country

Example: “The government decided to deport the individual for violating visa rules.
eImport - To bring goods or services into a country from abroad

Example: The company plans to import raw materials from Brazil.

«Export - To send goods or services to another country for sale

Example: India exports spices to many countries worldwide.

ePortfolio - A collection of work, documents, or investments carried together

Example: The artist showed her portfolio to the gallery owner for review.

A




The COVID-19 pandemic left its mark on our bodies in ways we are only now beginning to
understand. Beyond fever and cough, scientistshave discovered something deeply _concerning: the
virus and the stress of the pandemic are literally(ageing our brain@faster than normal.

COVID-19 doesn’t just affect our lungs—it attaclc(%rain heal'tE potentially adding months or even
years to biological brain age. This has profound implications, especially as we learn more about
long COVID or Post-Acute Sequalae of COVID-19 (PASC) and its lasting effects. =

Think of your brain like a car. Just as a car gccumulate{wea@over time, our brains natux:all;(age\
Scientists can now measure brainage”—how old the brain appears compared to actual age. In

healthy people, brain age matches chronological age fairly closely. But recent studies found people
exposed to COVID-19 or even the pandemic environment have brains that appear significantly

older. A major studyusing data from over 15,000 healthy adults found paI i mic/exposufé

increased brain age/by an average of S.Sﬁoﬁs, with stronger effects | and those from
disadvantaged socioeconomic backgrounds.

COVID-19 appears to age brains through two pathways. First, the virus itself is neurotropic—it can
invade and directly damage brain tissue. SARS-CoV-2 has been found in neural tissues up to 230
days after infection, and immune activation has persisted for as long as 2.5 years. Second, the

psychological stress and socialisolation of the pandemic harmed brain health.




. ____________________________________________________* ________________°* ¢ S--
‘
[

Fear of infection alone altered brain function. Long COVID affects at least 10% of people recovering
from infection and possibly up to 50-70% of those hospitalised. Hallmark symptoms includg/b_(ain
fog, memory problems, difficulty concentrating, and persistent fatigug: Brain scans of survivors have
shown measurable drop‘s/i,u cognitive abilities, suggesting structural and functional changes.

Young people have not escaped this effect. Studies of adolescents before and after shutdowns found
higher levels of anxiety and depression, with scans showing accelerated brain maturation of 5-6
months. Teenage girls showed changes across 30 brain regions, equivalent to 4.2 years of
accelerated ageing, likely linked to social and educational disruptions. B

Mechanisms include:/ ”
Inflammation: chronic inflammation damages brain cells~
Blood-brain barrier breakd : allowing harmful substances into the brain.

Oxygen deprivation: starving brain cells of fue)s

Immune confusion: the immune system attacking healthy brain ~t/i55ue.
Three-year studies show that for mild COVLD, increased risk of death disappeared after the first year,
and most brain symptoms improved. However, hospitalised patients continued to show elevated
death rates and persistent brain problsyfs even three years later, suggesting severity of initial
infection plays a crucial role. I

T

R |
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Innovative treatments, includg/g integrative neurorehabilitation combining neurotgchnology with
holistic therapies, show promise in reversing some effects. Such interventi ions may slow or reverse
neurocognitive ageing in long COVID patients.

With an estimated 65 million people worldwide living with long COVID, brain health must be a
priority. Continued research and mt multldlsfl/plmary treatment approaches can help restore both
physical and cognitive health. = =

© &




Pattern 1 Title Based Question

In the context of the passage, which statement best captures th@
idea?

(a) COVID-19 primarily affects the lun>g<s but occasionally influences brain

function.

(b) Adolescent brain changes were exclusively due to the SA&(S-COV-Z virus.
(c) Brain health decline during the ngdemic is reversible in all cases with
rehabilitation. -

(d) Socioeconomic background pﬁyed no significant role in brain ageing during
COVID-19.

(e) The pandemic accelerated brain ageing through both byagical and
psychosocial factors. =
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Pattern 2 Contextual Understanding
The phrase "Think of your brain like a car" serves primarily to:

a) Indicate that the braj9 much like machinery, benefits from consisStent upkeep
to function well. \)‘ ,

o

(b) Depict the notion of slow, cumulative decline occurring naturally over tim

(c) Assert that the brain’s functional age and a person’s actual age usually align_
perfectly.

(d) Demonstrate that once brain decline begins, it cannot be undone post-COVID.

(e) Stress that the ageing of the brain happens independently of outside
influences.

e
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3. Inference Based - Question
Which inference is most supported by the passage?

(a) The severity of the initial COVID-19 infection influences long-term brain
outcomes. e

(b) Brain ageing occurs independently of whether an individual contracts COVID-
19.

(c) Neurorehabilitation therapies guarantee complete cognitive ré%overy for all
patients. 57 e =

(d) The pandemic affected only older adults’ neurological health.

(e) Social isolation has no measurable neurological effects. \/

]

.
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4. Tone Based Questions
Which tone best reflects the author’s treatment of the topic?

(a) Overly alarming and based on specula\ﬁon.

(b) Analytical yet cautiously hoggful./

(c) Objective but dismissiye of concerns. \-

(d) Strongly persuasive with emotional undﬁrtones.
(e) Detached and indifferent.
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Pattern 5 - Inference Based

What inference can be drawn about pandemic-era adolescent brain ageing?

¥

(a) It resulted chiefly from prolonged oxygen shortage to neural tissues.

(b) Girls ex\p;rienced more substantial charlges in brain maturation pace than
boys.

(c) Academic disruptions had no tangible neurological consequences.

(d) Accelerated ageing in teenagérs universally exceeded five years.

(e) Only those with existing neurological conditions exhibited such changes.
' 7
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Pattern 6 - Assertion Reason Based Question

Assertion (A): Long COVID is associated with measurable loss in cognitive
performance and structural brain changes. ~T

Reason (R): SARS-CoV-2 infection can trigger long-term mﬂam\mftion,

immune misﬁrigg, and reduced oxygen delivery to brai/r} cells.

(a) Both A and R are true, and R correctly explains A.

(b) Both A and R are true, butR doqs(\not fully explain A.
(c) Ais correct, but R is incorrect.
(d) A isincorrect, but R is correct. :

(e) Both A and R are incorrect._/

.
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The recent repatriation of the Piprahwa relics, which were excavated in 1898 from a stupa in
Uttar Pradesh, marked an important episQde in India’s cultural diplomacy effgrts. Considered
to be physical remnants associated with Lord Buddha's mortal remains and his early
followers, they were taken away in the colonial era and resurfaced for auction by Sotheby's in
Hong Kong in May. At this point, the Indian 'g"c'ﬁr?z:rnme;nt intervened to halt the auction and
repatriate the relicy hese artifacts now reside in the National Museum, providing people the
opportunity to engage directly with an irreplaceable piece of India’s and Buddhism’s heritage.
Notably, India’s coordinated diplomatic effort, involving multiple ministries and i issions
abroad, could persuade Sotheby’s to postpone and eventually cancel the aucnﬁ:: Godrej
Industries Group'’s ability to acquire the relicg’through a negotiated arrangg/meﬁt with
Sotheby’s also reflects an innovative publicgﬁr_parmership. Thus, the collaboration

ﬁ

enabled the repatriation as well as the setting ofja good precedentfor future recoveries,

combining private sector resources with state authority. The episode also raised awareness
worldwide about India’s role as a steward of Buddhist heritage. -
However, the case has also revealed certain structuiﬁfdeﬁciencieyi{l the framemyrk within

which India operatesto recover and safeguargAts cultural assets.
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The relics, excavated during British administration, originally had a fragmented ownership,
resulting in a complex lega_l__ggtus/that vexedrepatriation claims a century later. India’s
reactive posture-in the episode also reflected gaps in the existing legal, administrative, and
preventive infrastructure to manage heritage. That the auction was publicly fnnounced and
scheduled before India intervened is revealing. The case also exposed the absence of robust
international legal frameworks designed to prevent the sale of culturally sensitive objects.
While India used existing national laws and international negotiations effectively in this
instance, it also banked @omatic £res;1awhich is not a scalable solution. To address
these gaps, the country needs a centralised, digitised registry of cultural assets (domestic and
overseas) integrated with internationarglstomg and auction houses for real-time monitoring,
proactive tracking, gnd to receive early alerts of potential sales. The government @ld also
spearhead or actively participate in international efforts to develop bindi_n_g__r_x_grms to keep
sacred relWrom being commercialised. Scaling up public-private partnerships is equally
imperative, together with encouraging the involvement of diverse stakeholders, including
philanthropic foundations and heritage trusts, to mobili/se*adaitionél resources and expertise

for recovery and conservation.

e |
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7. (Reasoning-based)

Why does the author state that “banking on diplomatic pressure is not a scalable
solution”?

A. Because diplomatic pressure \cy:lit ensure repeated success in diverse future
cases

B. Because diplomatic solutions are often undermined by auction house secrecy
C. Because diplomatic negotiations are time-intensive and legally unenforceable
D. Because diplomatic interventions are limited to bilateral agreements

E. Because diplomatic influence works only when backed by international law
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8. (Cause-effect based)

According to the passage, which of the following is a direct consequence of the
relics’ “fragmented ownersyp” during British administration?

A. Reduced eligibility for heritage insurance coverage

B. Legal ambiguities complicating repgtriation claims decades later

C. Lower historical value in academic research
D. Difficulty in carbon-dating and authenticating artifacts
E. Decline in public awareness of Buddhist relics
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9.(Critical reasoning based)

If India had already possessed a centralised, digitised cultural asset registry
before the Sotheby’s auction, the most likely outcome would have been:

A. The relics would never have been taken abroad in the first place

B. The auction could have been intercepted at an earlier stage”

C. Sotheby’s would have refused to handle colonial-era artifacts altogether
D. The Godrej Group would have gained exclusive ownership without state
coordination

E. Philanthropic trusts would have funded the repatriation independently
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10.(Advanced vocabulary-based)
In the context of the passage, the term “repatriate” most closely means:

A. To transfer legal ownership to another government
B. To return something to its country of origin ~

C. To donate to a recognised global museum

D. To preserve using controlled storage conditions

E. To register under international heritage conventions
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