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. Snowball/ P[/zh

Balloon| @W/
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to become greater in extent, volume, amount, or

Deoware.

T . gy . (R

* Accelerate ~ /)MSWWIL Lessen r)@f AL ¢

. Prollferate/MAWm Dwin /@W
A .

e Reced djective-(swollen)

. Wane/ ’De()

(gufrack  ndhd\

The floodwaters began to

rapidly, causing alarm.
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SPORADIC ﬁ'qu

lacking in steadiness or regularity of occurrence

Lo S \

SYNONYMS

* Intermittent / . Per10d1
* Spasmodic __. . Steady
* Aperiodic ~ * Systematic / %UIJ

. Erratlc * Methodic
%UM it
There were power outages throughout the city.
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CONURBATION HETAIY.

to become greater in extent, volume, amount, or
number

SYNONYMS

ANTONYMS

* Metropolis A « Hamlet _-
* Megalopolis / * Hinterland -
* Cosmopolis » Countryside

* Asphaltjungle

2 While conurbations expand, many areas face population
5 | decline.
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=

something that may cause injury or harm

Dargu
SYNONYMS ([70\/1 0

* Jeopardizg " * Shield ~
* Imperil _— 'W@OV\D * Shelter _—
« Intimidate Wi Security Verb-(menace)

« Wager - )MQQ\(NAO . Aid/

* Venture a
The increasing crime rate is a to society.

RN
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to change (something) in a way that makes it unfair ’/
or inaccurate /

-
(EIQS{Q(

s i e Ty
* Incline__ AM * Neutral

/

- Persuade_ﬁ )O/WY‘Q/ = Equa!ﬁ/ Adjective-(skewed)
* Dispose .
ISP € Accurafy/

The report provided a ‘%] 5“ view of the company’s performance.

RN
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) avbuce QL ECITEIIQN

to give as an example

SYNONYMS ANTONYMS

* Cite ~ gxcmbfgt * Suppress ~ SMb

* Quote_, L/Conceal
* Illustrate . *_Withhold
e Validate / * Withdraw

. Corroborate

While he adduced facts to prove his point,/6thers/chose to
4@ | contradictory data.
V4
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w31

to surround (as a fortified place) with armed forces
for the purpose of capturing

?7 N\Q ‘. ' ' | % 4

* Beseige Emancipate |
g i -
. BlOCkade‘/ © RESCUE// FORMS

* Leaguer_ » Liberate
* Assail - » Release
* Badger_~ "

The company was A by continuous financial problems.

(a (o



hh (1

one who makes false claims of identity or expertise

SYNONYMS ANTONYMS L() Sd@
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v/ ham nglz leard

v’ Phony * Ace /
* Fakir, / . Maestro/é
4 lmpo * Whiz

StEI‘ '
Quacl/ 7@%{’ s |

The seminar exposed the speaker as a

with no real expertise.

RN
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m%mw

v %’;’:‘;?_:;-_\..
to throw into a state of mental uncertainty MQ 5 4

N -

\tm SEaa
* Perplex ~ * Assure / *
* Bewilder - * Enlighten _—

* Baffle .~ Wj * Assist L=

. Confourld Y

The sudden change in policy the entire team.

RN



having to do with the matter at ljand C,) |2

csso
* Pertinent 7 W& Trivial _~
Trn

RN

ANTONYMS
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* Apropos _ * Frivolous
. Approprlate / . Neghglblg/
 Significant * Extraneous
4 =
f——'\
The lawyer’s arguments were to the case.
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Phrasal Verbs

Bear out - to confirm or support sgget'hing

eExample: The latest data bears out the@conomist’s warni% about a potential
slowdown in growth. ’

eClamp down on - to take strict action to stop or control something

. N

«Example: Authorities have vowed to clamp down on illegal mining operations

in the region. e =

eFlesh out - to add more details to make something complete or more
/ —

understandable —

eExample: The minister’s statement lacked clarity, and officials are expected to
flesh out the policy in the coming days.

-,
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Idioms

v._/
*Cut to the chase - to get to the main point without wasting time

eExample: The editorial quickly cut to the chase, addressing the core issue of
rising unemployment.

eIn the crosshalrs being the target of crztzczsm attack, o 3% intense scrutiny
eExample: The company s environmental record is in the crosshairs of global
watchdogs.

eRaise the bar - toset a higher standard or level of expectation

e Example: The new education policy aimsto raise the bar for quality in public

schools.

-,
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The August 11, 2025 Supreme Court order yepresents the mos@grc_eful judicial intgrventié? yet
on the matter of free-roarpiy,dygs. By directing DeThi and its iatellites to collect every street dog
within eight weeks, confine them permanently in pounds, and expa d shelter capacity at speed,
the Court has signalled its willingness to override administrative lethargy. Delhi records roughly

30,000 dog lz}e cases a year and rabies still kills poor urban residents with(patchyjccess to post-
exposure prophylaxis. The Court’{blunt instrumenﬁconf‘li}ts with the Anima ift Caontrol Rules

2023‘/5'peciﬁcally its doctrine of “capgu:e, neytet, vacac/inate, relegse”, and whiclf forbid

municipalities from permanently relocating healthy dogs or impounding the iods
except if a dog is rabid, incurablled to be dangerously aggressive by"; veterinarian ZThe
Rules have failed the test of numbers, however. Urban dog populations have continuedto sw
despite spora\d/ie‘sterilisation drives because 70% coverage, below which repro‘dﬁ_c_t_io:(yz{(;%:l&

has almost nowhere been reached. The prescription to return dogs to their territories has B
entrenched packs in the same high-dfpsity neighbourhoods where chil(i:efng?l y and garbage

accumulates. The Rules also block municipalities from exploring alternative strategies such as
long-term impoundmy. Now, if the Rules are intact, municipal officers who confine dogs could
be prosecuted; if they obey the Rules, they risk contempt of court. 3=

i pro—

—

=3
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—
Policymakers should treat this conflict as an opportunity to confront an outdated legal setup. The

Prevention of Cruelty to AMS Act 1960 was enacted when India’s urban footprint was modest.
Today’s conurbations with dense informal settlements cannot afford such dog populations.
Entrenched ideological positions that romanticise * ‘community dogs” and regard confinement as
oppression take insufficient -account of the dense human ecology. A moder_r@atute%ﬂjld clearly
distinguish between sociable dogs that can find homes; aggrg;sive or chronically ill dogs that
require euthall;ia and the Targe residual category that can live in proper shelters — but none on
public rog}}s" Cities should mlgose duties OR mumcnpah@spemfy minimum stﬂmg and
veterinary standards for pounds, and tie fiscal transfers to reductions in morbidity. Urban local

bodies also need steady w?a agg, perhaps under tyatlonal Centre for Disease Control, to

bankroll the constructj operation of shelterg’and to fund large-scale sterilisation teams.
Veterinary education councils should integrate shelter medicine into curricula to ensure a
workforce exists to staff new facilities. Without such support, Delhi ris swapping its dog menace
with underfunded canme slammers at the cnty s edge, invisible but also cruel. —

7_..




1. Inference Based Question

Which of the following can be most reasonably inferred from the Court’s
decision in relation to the Animal Birth Control Rules 2023?

(a) The Court fully endorses th}li_t_l_l_es but demands stricter compliance

timelines. —
(b) The Court’s direfye ectively/bypassegcertain safeguards embedded in the

Rules. —~
(c) The Court’s stance aligyfwith the Rules’ emphasis on “release” after

sterilisation.

(d) The Court’s order is aimed solely at improving shelter capacity, not

controlling dog populations.
(e) The Court intends to amend the Rules through judicial legislation.
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2. Vocabulary Based Question

The phrase “administrative lethargy” as used in the passage most nearly
means:

(a) Bureaucratic inefficiency and ipaction.

(b) Government enthusiaSm for rapid reforms.

(c) Judicial overreagh into policy-making.

(d) Policy conﬂic;(s between central and state governments.
(e) Structured plannigg without urgency.

7~

e
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3. True False

According to the passage, the ABC Rules @3 allow municipalities to
confine healthy do;z indefinitely only when such dogs are found to be
dangerously aggressive. -

e

(a) True, as long as the aggression is confirmed by a veterinarian.
(b) True, but only if the dogs are 3Eo unvaccinated.

(c) False, because healthy dogs can l}e(cc’)ﬁned for any safety reason.
(d) False, since the Rules do not recogtgﬁse “dangerously aggressive” as a
category.

(e) True, provided that the Court authoriszg such confinement.
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4. Assumption based

[f policymakers followed the author’s recommendations, which of the
following would most likely occur?

[
(a) Cities would ban all forms of dog (%'nership.
(b) The ABC Rules 2023 would remain unchangedb%t better enforced.
(c) J}ére would be a statutory classification system for urbamrstray dogs.
(d) All street dogs would be euthanised to reduce urban risks.

(e) Rabies eradication would occur without any change in municipal
funding.
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5. Tone Based

Which option best captures the author’
20237

(a) Reverent and nostalgic. =

(b) Mildly supportive but cautiousz.&
(c) Neutral and detached. 7©

(d) Critical and reform-oriented.
(e) Apologetic and conciliatory.

@owards the(l;c Rules
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| 6. Application of the Idea

e
[f Delhi were to follow the Court’s directive without amending the ABC

Rules, which outcome is most plausible? h
(a) The city would face contempt charges from the Court.

(b) Municipal officersya’rght be legally prosecgted for confining dogs.
(c) Rabies cases would instantly drop to zero. S

(d) Shelters would become overfunded and underused.

(e) Dogs would voluntarily relocate to low-density areas.




e O - - k=4 o e - e B - B L Y o~

When decisions are based on the principle of natural justice, they serve a particular social
purpose or aim to right a specific wrong. The National Organ and Tissue Transplant
Organization’s (NOTTO) recent advisory stating that women patients and relatives of deceased
donors awaiting transplants will get priority as beneficiaries, walks the path of rewriting a gender
trope. There is a gender Skew as NOTTO's decadal data (201 (2013-23) indicates. As per NOTTO, in

2023, women constit of all living donor transplants, and yet they comprised bétween
&@ (for heart) anc beneficiaries of organs for transplantation. In kidney
ete only 37%Yof the beneficiaries in 2023, while for liver, women’s share

Tansplants, women
“women totalled up to 26% of total beneficiaries. Analyxilyn

was 30%. For pancreas transp
the British Medical Journal showed that in the past five yea\rs—women contributed t

the 56,509 living organ donations in India, and b benefited from transplantatlon in onl 17,04
cases. NOTTO, in its advisory, said the recommendation was an attempt to address the gender
imbalance among organ transplant recipients; to make provisions for additional points in the"
allocation criteria for women patients in the waiting.

While certainly laudable in what it sets out to do, this move could well be beset with procedural
hassle&Currently, organ allotment protocy do not allow for pnorltlsngg/any one re€Cipient over
another, except on grounds of healths There are, therefore, no provisions to prioritise women

T —

and/or near relatives of previous donors. ~
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Since the NOTTO advisory, questions have also been raised about whom the definition of ‘near
relatives’ should include, and if all families involved in donating cadaveric organs for
transplantation (since 1995) would be considered beneficiaries. The primary fear among
implementers seems to be that this might become another backdoor way to facilitate out-of-turn
allotments, particularly as organ harvesting rackets continue to be busted in India. However, it
makes little sense to throw the baby out with the bathwater, particularly when operating with the
intent to be more inclusive, in a society shaped by patriarchal norms. It is crucial that NOTTO
makes this a participative process, taking along various agencies involved in implementation.
While it is important to ensure proper implementation under the Transplantation of Human
Organs Act, and widen access to the limited pool of organs, above all, it is imperative that the
principle of not denying anyone whose need for an organ is the greatest, based on health™
parameters, is always adhered to. e
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7. Purpose Based

[f Delhi were to follow the Court’s directive without amending the ABC
Rules, which outcome is most plausible?

(a) The city would face contempt charges from the Court.
(b) Municipal officers might be legally prosecuted for confining dogs.
(c) Rabies cases would instantly drop to zero.
(d) Shelters would become overfunded and underused.
(e) Dogs would voluntarily relocate to low-density areas.
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| 7. Vocab Based

The phrase “throw the baby out with the bathwater” in the context of the
passage most nearly means:

(a) Disregard something entirely due to a minor flaw'in it.
(b) Delay implementation until perfect procedures are in place.
(c) Choose an alternative approach without evaluating its merits.
(d) Sacrifice efficiency to achieve inclusivity.

(e) Remove harmful elements while retaining useful aspects.
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9. Inference Based

Which of the following can be logically inferred from the passage?

(a) Women are more likely than men to donate organs but less likely to
receive them. /

(b) Organ transplant allocation in India has historically favoured women
due to social norms.

(c) Legal provisions already exist to prioritise recipients based on gender.
(d) The British Medical Journal opposes gender-based allocation of organs.
(e) The NOTTO advisory has eliminated the possibility of out-of-turn
allotments.

e
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10. Tone Based

The tone of the author towards NOTTO’s advisory is best described as:
(a) Unreservedly celebratory

(b) CauﬁousWupportive
(c) Overtly critical =
(d) Detached and neutral
(e) Skeptical and dismissive
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