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Qmu and China had retaliated with 125 per cent tariffs on the US

ELITE READING
EFXPRESS  COMPREHENSION

The United States and the People’'s Republic of Ching have announced a pause in
the ongoing trade war between the two countries. The announcement came
after two days of high-level negotiations in Geneva. The two economies have
been locked in a tariff war since February 1, when US President Donald Trump
imposed a 10 per cent tariff on China, as well as 25 per cent each on Mexico and
Canada, citing the sale of fentanyl in the US. Reportedly, in the US in 2021,
deaths due to overdose of oplodds surpassed 1,00,000, with 67 per cent of those
deaths involving fentanyl But Trump wanted to slap tariffs for other reasons as
well, such as the US's large trade deficit vis-&-vis the rest of the world and the
loss of manufacturing industry inside the US. For its part, China started
retaliating with counter-tariffs of its own. This process escalated quickly after
Trump's announcement of reciprocal tariffs on April 2. By April 10, the situation
had worsened to a point where the US had imposed 145 per cent tariffs on
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DIATRIBE HTAANETHS HTIOT

a long angry speech or scolding NOUV)

¥ o
.Ol

* Tirade * Eulogy
g e~
« Rant

. Serm“o/ : g:s:gyti/ @VWWV\&G@OY]

. Denunmatlon/ _ _ \/ ,[ICC(OJ M J (

Instead of offering a diatribe, she chose to dellver sincere (o)

A\harsh verbal attack, sharp criticism or rant

(a G

Jiny | their efforts.
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to help somethmg happen smoothly. — um C)
ﬂ[gxMuJ ok s M
TR ANTONYMS
M‘ud'l
. Hmder vd’

* Expedite

* Foster /ﬁ@ * Impede /OW(}&D

* Assist g e Thwart oun-(facilitation)

. Promot/ / . Obstru

y § Wd %(chbv

While bureaucracy can progress, transparent p011c1es fac111tate
Jn | development.
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To flow or fall in large quantltles to pour downward
rapidly.

* Torrent W e Tickl .
/ <

* Surge * Halt —
* Deluge - VW * Drip — Verb-(cascade)
. Sequence e Block e
Ardane,”
2 Information about the policy quickly through social media.
W(ulap




(a

Complete, absolute, or extreme in degree.

SYNONYMS

 Austere

« Bland D‘/‘u\/

o Mellow” ‘\dgyg/ Noun-(starkness)

FORMS

They faced the

reality of their financial situation.
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WRCTETI (10

A rhythmic flow of sounds or words; the rise and fall
of the voice in speech. e

SYNONYMS

ANTONYMS

e Intonation”  Discord_~

. ModW * Dissonance/

* Beat . Monoton;/
* Tempo / . lrregularlty

-—

His voice had a calming that reassured everyone.

(a
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TH

to come together to form a single unit

SYNONYMS Hﬂ)\%
. Associate/ @

. Amalgamate/ * Scatter_ :

RN
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FORMS I

B lntegratQ/ s Separatv ' ‘ ‘ Oun'(COalescenCE)

* Consolidate, * Disperse

(onspvi?

The

\/of technology and education has transformed learning.
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to come together to form a single unit

MOI lipy
SYNONYMS ANTONYMS

. Mltlgate/ SG)M * Abrasive ~

&

FORMS

» Conciliatory / * Irritant”

* Placid__- nZ -« Inflammatory Noun-jemollieﬁﬂ/
* Lenient (/- Harsh

Apply this twice a day to relieve the irritation.

RN
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produci/ng’abundzﬂtly

SYNONYMS

ANTONYMS
. Proliﬁq/ » Barren
e FORMS
e Sterile ./~

» Fertile

* Luxuriant/ + Impotent Noun-(fecundity)

* Lush_- . Meagey

His mind generated ideas that revolutionized the industry.
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) _nuar QL

contrary to or forbidden by law

ANTONYMS

SYNONYMS

* Felonious, Permitted
* Clandestine / * Authorized
* Prohibited_/ * Legitimat
* Forbidden_/ * Legal
\
The documents were obtained from the government archives.

Ca



dll

uneasy feelmg about the rightness of what one is

doing or going to do

(a

SYNONYMS

ANTONYMS

* Scruple , e Conviction /,

* Remorse_/  Certitude

* Qualm-«" . Aplomq/
* Skepticism. * Assuranc
COY\WM

She signed the contract without the slightest
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to proclaim the glory of [/@” 6

SYNONYMS

ANTONYMS

* Applaud / * Condemn ~
. Eulogize/ W * Disparage/ @Vl S
— |

. Commey * Denouncg”
* Acclaim e Critici
i Cr1t1C1ze/
T Many leaders the importance of transparency in governance.
Wa(ayp




Tumble out:

English Meaning: To fall out suddenly and in a messy or uncontrolled way.
Hindi Meaning: 3/l R JATAT AT ST AT AT, FTHAR W HEJ-TET
s

2022 (PO
To sit on the fence: - | &‘P;
English Meaning: To avoid making a decision or taking sides in a dispute or
issue. N

Hindi Meaning: f»dY I/ 9 Qv & a1 a1 fFAT 987 & o @3 g,
dcy
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Albatross around ladia's neck: =SoW0Ong €
English Meaning: A big burdep, problem, or guilt that keeps causing trouble

and is difficult to get rid of.
Hindi Meaning: #Rd & 1ol # 93T €57 AT AR FAEAT, S RMAR HiRebel

@3l X @l 8 AR [S8d FehRT 911 HideT gl

Bandied about: ./
English Meaning: To discuss, mention, or spread something (like an idea, name,

or rumor) repeatedly and carelessly, often without checking ifit is true.
Hindi Meaning: fT6dT STd AT 3(Hdlg l TR-IR SER-3T holl=AT AT T4
T, foar gite fhu|

(ﬁﬁwwmﬁmml)




30. Equi (equal): 99

Equivo\C}l = purposely-vague, ambiguous, susceptible e

Equality  =par

Equidistant = The same distance apart at every point

GI——

Equinov = Either of two times of the year when the sun crosses the plane of the
earth's equator and day and nmight are of equal length

Equanimity = composurescalmness
4 y posurg/calm

Equilibrium = Astable situation in which forces cancel one another



As India marks eight years since the introducton of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) on July 1,
2017, itis wortlfreflectingjon this landmark reform. GST replaced a multiplicity of indirect
taxes such as Value Added Tax (VAT), excise duties, and service tax, establishing %niﬁed
national market under the “One Nation, One Tax” framework. Th(reforrﬁ)?a[monjsed tax rates
across States, enhanced ease of doing business, and facilitated greater economic integration.
Economically, GST has been a consistent_contributor to national revenue. Gross GST collections
in 2024-25 reached a record( X22.08 lakt}crore, reflecting a year-on-year growth of 9.4%~

Beyond revenue generation, GST has advanced’economic efficiency)The elimination of

cascading taxes through the input tax credit system has reduced production costs, benefiting

both businessesand conswrers. Compliance has improved through digitised processes, which

include e-way bills, simplifying tax administration and curbing evasion s

However, this progress is accompanied by thLbl@ortcomings, particularly in thﬁealm f

public health, specifically tobacco taxation. Tobacco use continues to pose a severe pubmlth
34

e

threat in India, causing over 3,500 deaghsdily and incurring an eco ic burden of X
billion annually (1,4% of GDP in 2017)—a figure far exceeding the §55 illion GST revenue

generated from tobacco annually, on average, in the past five years.




Taxation is globally recognised as one of the most effective instruments to reduce|tobacco use.
‘Sl?l-(l?e the introduction of GST, there have been no significant tax increases on tobacco
products. This stands in stark contrast to the pre-GST period (2009-17), when regular
increases in excise and VAT ¢ \pm‘flbuted to 17% declin ?ftobacco use prevalence. A
stagnation in tax Post-GST risks undermlmn as publlc ea mgams due to the increasing
(affordablhE)f tobacco products.)Currently, the overall tax burden on tobacco products
remains well below the World Health Organization recommendation of 75% of the ret;_»l:pri&

22% for bidis;54% for cigar ettes, and 65% for smokeless tobacco. _
An urgent concern is the potential expiration of the GST compensation cess in March 2026

which constitutes a substantial share of total tobacco taxes (nearly 50% for cigarettes). [ts
removal would significantly reduce tax burdens and render tobacco products more affordable,

undermining health pollc\}ll}bl.ectlves .7 ]
Raising GST rates on tobattco products to the peak rate o{ 40%,as permitted in the GST law,

alongside the enhancement of specific excise taxes, would bea very effect D:iual strat

The tobacco industry frequently argues that hlgher taxes dI’lV( llicit trade. However,

independent peer-reviewed studies estimate that illicit cigarettes constitu 2.7% to 6.6%

of the market in India—substantially lower than the mdustry s claim of 25%. Research shows
aot tax increases have a limited effect on illicit trade.
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Instead, governance quality, regulatory strength, and enforcement capacity are more

decisive factors. India has ratified the World Health Organization Protocol to Eliminate
[llicit Trade in Tobacco Products and must now prioritize its 1@lementatlon to prevent

leakages. S S P
As the GST Council undertakes deliberations on rate rationalisation and structural reform,

it is imperative that public health considerations are given due priority. The Parliamentary
Standing Committee, in its 139th Report (September 2022), highlighted that tobacco
products in India remain among the most affordable globally and stressed the critical need

to enhance taxation on these prow Increasing GST rates to the statutory peak of 40%,
alongside a substantial increase in specific excise duties, would serve the dual objectives of

reducing the health and economic burden associated with tghatgo use and strengthening

=—Z=p

fiscal consolidation. - o
7
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Pattern 1 - Logical Completion Question

Which of the following would most logically complete the author’s
argument in favor of tobacco tax reform? -

.4
A. The GST structure should exclude health-harming commodities
B. India should completely ban tobacco production

C. Increasing tobacco taxes alone is insufficient witiguyinternational
trade reform

D. Fiscgl and heayh outcomes can both be achieved through higher
tobacco taxation

E. The tobacco industry should be compensated for tax-related losses
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Pattern 2 - Vocab Based Questions

What is the most contextually appropriate meaning of the word
“stagnation” in the phrase "A stagnation in tax Post-GST risks undermining
past public health gains™? N

. A temporary pause inﬁeg}ﬁatory intervention
. A standstill or lack of meaningful progression

C. A recalibration ofiexisting fiscal mechanisms
D. A cyclical shift in policy execution
E. A systematic review of earligr taxation models
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Pattern 3 Logical Completion Question

~ m/
Based on the passage, the likely conseqdence of not exten ing the GST
compensation cess beyond 2026 would be:

A. Decreased central revenue but more autonomy for states in health
matters
B. A structural correction in the GST regime
A further decline in tobacco usage due to market correction
@A lowered overall tax burden on agarettes potentially boostmg

fordability - _~

E. The elimination of cascading tax effects on sin goods
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Pattern 4 - Logical Arrangement Question

Which of the following most logically completes the(author’s argument?

A. Consequently, an increase in both G\S7’I‘/rate and spec'rrrrm‘aﬁjun)
bacco is necessagj :

B. Therefore, regulating advertising may prove more effective than taxing

tobacco under the current regime.

C. Hence, GST-related tobacco tax revenue should be diverted toward cancer

research initiatives.

D. As a result, states should be allowed to independently levy tobacco-

related cess beyond GST purview.

E. This implies tobacco consumption is independent of taxation trends and

driven solely by addiction.
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Pattern 5 - Logical Reasoning - Implicit Assumption

Which statement, if trde, would weaken the author’s argument that raising
tobacco taxes will curb usage?

A. Tobacco consumption rates have fallen in countries with flat tax rates.
B. India’s per capita tobacco spending is lowest among BRICS nations.
C. Consumer behavier in Indid’is not/price-sensitive §r addictive goods.

D. Pre-GST taxes were often evaded due to interstate differences.

E. WHO protocols have not yet been formally accepted by all member
nations.
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Pattern 6 - Logical Reasoning - Implicit Assumption

According to the passage, which form of tobacco is most li/kely to be under-
taxed relative to WHO’s recommendation?

A. Smokeless tobacco, because its tax burden is below 50%
B. Cigarettes, as they form the largest share of illicit trade
C. Bidis, due to their significantly low tax incidence of 22%
D. All tobacco products equally, since tax gaps are uniform

E. Cigarettes, given their GST-related cess is the lowest among all categories




1TH o

India’s foreign policy is currently facing an existential cr151§‘ The second term of the Trump
administration, which had previously been welcopred by India, has upset India’s carefully
crafted foreign policy. The recendndia-Pakistan conﬂichhould also be viewed as a@gkeup
call’ As details of the extent of China’s military connegtrons to Pakistgn/and of equipment

~

transfer tumble out, India must take notice,

India has tried, not very successfully, to sit on the fence as far as the current Israel-Iran war is
concerned, but it probably needs to think through what is best in its interest. The stakes have
become higher with the United States involving itself directly in the Israel-Iran conflict, which
saw it using, for the first time, its GBU-57 bunker buster bomb to destroy Iran’'s nuclear

S

facilities at Fordow, Natanz and another embedded nuclear sjte. Neutrality is no louin
arisa

option, and despite the announcement of a ceasefire, the possibility of af all-out w
distinct possibility. Hence, the question that India needs to answer is whether it can'Continue to

—

keep up its stance of neutrality. India’s professed leadership of the Global South and its
patronage of nations across West Asia brought it nq dividends during the recent India-Pakistan
conflict. Instead, India has since been reminded — if this was needed — that it confronts two

compunctions in utilising nuclear weapons, if the opportunity aros

hostile nuclear powers in its neighbourhood, both of whom would hfl/vgno moral
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Hence, India cannot, any longer, afford to believe that itséurrent policies)ard bearing fruit.
Donald Trump’s ‘Make America Great Again’ (MAGA) policies are today adversely impacting
India at levels gther than just trade4nd economics. o

The Israel-Iran conflict is yet another situation in which India finds itself as an(‘outligr’.
‘Neutrality’, in the compellin circumstances of Egda___f_is(otg of synt with reality as also ) the
situation on th;ﬁrouncglndia’i tiltyowards Isragel in recent times, it would appear, has become
something of aif albatross arogy,lndia’s nec%cjndia’s Iran policy today has few-takers—
beyond India’s borders. Its poli¢y of maintaining arﬁquidistance between Israel and Iran has
proved to be of little use in so far as extolling the virtues of non4alignment are concerned.
Hence, it would be wise in the circumstances for India to prepare for future eventualities.of
every Kind. To start with, there needs to be a detailed study of the growing(China-Paki ;3
military connection as the India-Pakistan conflict in May this year has nmﬁ_hme_‘mm
button’. As a part of its preparations for a future conflict, India would aJso do well to examine
whether it has the necessary wherewithal for conflicts of longer dwrations. For India to
prepare for a two frgnt war, it should, apgait'?»ﬂ learning lessons from the Russia-Ukraine war,
refine its policies.on many such aspects as@ell. Undoubtedly, Artificial Intelligence (Al) will be
a national priority.
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To conclude, it might bear mentioning that if China intends to reinforce its strategic
objectives in Asia, specially in South Asia,the criticality of its alliance with Pakistan to
encircle India must not be underestimated. Also at a time, when the ‘N word’ is being
openly bandied about, India must reckon with the fact that China has more than a 3:1
advantage over India in terms of deplgyirinuj(il‘?ar warheads, and an almost 5:1 advantage

if the nuclear warheads of China and Pakistan are combined. D
(

i
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Pattern 7 : Inference Based

Which of the following can be most reasonably inferred from the passage
regarding India’s traditional policy of neutrality?

A. It has bolstered India's ties with both Israel and Iran equally.

B. It has served India well in balancing strategic alliances in the past.
C. It has become cgunteyaroductiye in the evolving global strategic
landscape. .

D. It continues to be a valuable diplomatic stance for global leadership.

E. It has successfully prevented India from being entangled in regional
conflicts.

e



THE HINDU EDITORIAL ANALYSIS | ANUBHAV SIR | 8 AM | m 2

Pattern 8 Tone Based Question

The overall tone of the author in the passage can best be described as:

A. Celebratory and nationalistic Y
B. Detached and analytical ¢

C. Sarcastic and humorous
D. Cautionary and realistic/” MOOGK
E. Optimisticand_sHQtegi{
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Pattern 9 - Fill in the Blanks

India’s policy of maintaining equidistance between Israel and Iran has
in the context of current geopolitical realignments.

\(
A. won it credibility as a regional mediator
B. enhanced its strategic depth i West Asia

s increamrost its strategic and diplomatic reJevance
D. strengthened its norkalignment credentials
E. created more opportunities for global intervention

_—




Pattern 10 - Grammar Based Question

[dentify the grammatically correct sentence based on the context of the passage:

A. lnd'/ a, who has always maintained neutraht@r?oaw being forced to

reconsider its positi
B. India’s leadership of the Global Soutl( have Eot brought any tangible
diplomatic gains in recent conflicts.

C. The United States, along with its allies, have decided to intervene militarily in

the Israel-Iran conflict.

D. Despite being surrounded by hostile neighbours, India c tmues to believe its
current policies are effective.

E. China's and Pakistan’s military alliance demonstrate how reglonal geopolmcs

haveyfumed decisively in their favour.
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