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\(fhuu and China had retaliated with 125 per cent tariffs on the US

ELITE READING
EXPRESS  COMPREHENSION

The United States and the People’s Republic of Ching have announced a pause In
the ongoing trade war between the two countries. The announcement came
after two days of high-level negotiations in Geneva. The two economies have
been locked in a tarif! war since February 1, when US President Donald Trump
imposed a 10 per cent tariff on China, as well as 25 per cent each on Mexico and
Canada, citing the sale of fentanyl in the US Reportedly, in the US in 2021
deaths due to overdose of oplosds surpassed 100,000, with 67 per cent of those
deaths involving fentanyl But Trump wanted to slap tariffs for other reasons as
well, such as the US's large trade deficit vis & vis the rest of the world and the
loss of manulacturing industry inside the US. For its part. China started
retaliating with counter-tarifls of its own. This process escalated quickly after
Trump's announcement ol reciprocal tariffs on April 2. By April 10, the situation
had worsened to a point where the US had impased 145 per cent tariffs on
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=

to burn (something) tompletel
( g) Tompletely

S mtm

* Ignite ~ * Quench ~

* Cremate / C * Douse ~
* Immolate » Extinguish v l\\l} n-(incineration)
* Torch _~ * Preserve Z @

is considered an effective method of waste management.

(a (s
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)___soron___ QELICC IR

Morally dirty or corrupt; involving ignoble actions
or motives. e

@newt_sch

SYNONYMS

. Squalld * Noble
vie < mmeeA L Vimuogs

beti beti betl

UY\CJ‘\A(QA . Ethlca{/'/ Noun-(sordidn§

. Depra'/d o Lofty e

g The politician was implicated in a affair involving bribery and
i | fraud.
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m BAITH JAIYE BAITH JAIYE

Md h AT r—
to make more bearable‘gr less severe V@i@/ g w : e -
. v & .
s / i ; ‘.
& -
3 \

SYNONYMS ANTONYMS
SABKO RONE KA MAUKA yugsu'

* Mitigate ~ n * Aggravate /'
. Alleviafe)/ S& +/Exacerbate T}que\}
* Pacify m + Iptitate . Noun-(assuagement)
. Mollify/ . |n£e)51fy ﬁ’ \A%ﬂb“‘
V\5 /
7

o Her apology helped assuage his anger, while his denial only it
i | further.
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e re—

something that arouses acti action or actmty

4
s

e Stimulus_/  Hinderanee
+ Catalyst _~ . Deterre% A G
* Spur _~ * Restrain”

e Incentive * Obstacl d/ﬂ?n
Homeatiim) ) V\wk O%

Her speech acted as an / for the team to work harder.

RN



b ST
Inconsistent or irregular. (‘ ]: i>

/

SYNONYMS

ANTONYMS

@
* Lacerated * Consistent
* Fragmentary ——7 « Uniform .
* Intermittent » Even Noun-(patchiness)
* Scattered (/ * Thor

/q/n (ﬂﬂ’?“‘”’Jr

L Wh \J_e the old\ pollcy led to patchy results, the new approach brought
mn improvements. . —
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By | newt_sch
SPORADIC ﬁmrz @y)> 5| o ‘

lacking in steadiness or regularity of occurrence - %

————

A

g i | ". ‘ \.‘
, :ZY *\}' ‘:‘- ‘l .

"“»—
D

hum bhi chota-mota scientist
hai, bada baat nai karega{

FORMS

il ANTONYMS

* Erratic__
* Occasional
* Spasmodic

* Episodic, Sf * Habitual
7
oo o | P
. | Supplies arrived due to the bad weather.
i 7
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p___accost QLR @O

to approach and speak to (someone) often in an
angry, aggressive, or unwanted way

Ronoke M
* Confront WJ

. Wayl?y @y\dﬂﬂn . Escap?/

@new!_sch

CHUP HOJA SATVI FAIL

FORMS

The protesters the minister as he left the building.

G



fii) THE HINDU EDITORIAL ANALYSIS | ANUBHAV SIR |8 AM | Y
Used for anything highly visible or prominent,

whether good or bad ~ (/U’D

SYNONYMS

ANTONYMS

* Prominent__- E(Z Trivial /
» Blatant,”~ MOULQQ Imperceptible _~

B Egregious/ . Unobtrusive/' Noun (ConSplcuousneSS)

* Flagrant_ . lnconspiagus \,\A-, B
WP

The document was absent from the report.

R



T e

to make less in extent or duration

SYNONYMS

(aled

* Curtail /

v

ANTONYMS

* Elongate T

* Abridge _~ CHAM * Prolong _

* Abbreviate g =T e Extend - Adjective- (trgnc@
. Elld@\/ . Augment/‘

Her response left many questions unanswered.




THE HINDU EDITORIAL ANALYSIS | ANUBHAV SIR | 8 AM | [

IS

DULL
not lively or 1nterestmg \

e LAl p— Id

. Pedestrlan /! yd . Spirited/

VABID A

* Vibrant - Wf_
* Stale, MM V\d-w\l) . Engaging/ F(/)Uﬂ Noun-(vapidness)
/

* Interesting 6\\/\ ]1 S GSU—C

He noddeéd / , clearly uninterested in the discussion.

RN
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1. Wadgmt) To become involved in a difficult or controversial 51tuat10n
often forcefully or without hesitation.

Example: The minister waded into the ongoing debate over press freedom.
2.Rope in - To persuade or involve someone in a task or activity, espec1ally
when they are initially unwilling.

Example: The gove }ment roped in private firms to expedite the vaccination
drive.

3.Claw back - To gradually reg)veiry,mething (especially money or power)
that was lost or taken away.

Example: The central bank is attempting to claw back control over
inflationary pressures.

.
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Throw down the gauntlet - To challenge someone to compete or fight,
especially in a bold or provocative way.

Example: The opposition threw down l‘e(gauntlet by demanding a public
debate on economic policy.

Skating on thin i ice - Tobeina nsky or dangerous situation, especially one
that could lead to trouble.

Example: By criticizing the judiciary, the minister was skating on thin ice.

The tip of the iceberg - A small, vnslble part of a much larger and more
complex problem. I
Example: The recent data breach was just the tip of the iceberg in terms of
cybersecurity flaws.

.



Malign = Evil; Harmful; Hateful

o = @\
Malignant = cancerous \@

Malediction = Cursy Imprecation / Bane (bad sayin

B )

Maleficent = causing harm (doing badly) Malevolent =
S

111-disposed (wishing badly) Maladroit = awkward

(having a bad right hand) Malaise = 1llness (bad ease)
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The Madhya Pradesh Pollution Control Board has confirmed that officials had incinerated 337
tonnes of toxic waste moved to a private waste treatment facility in Pithampur from the defunct
Union Carbide facility in BlfopalgThe event closes a single, but important, chapter in theSordid
history of the 1984 Bhopal disg_s_gg_r,(fhe sta@response to which pushed thecity\and its people
to the edge. The successful incineration is illustrative in that it demanded(interventions¥rom
the Madhya Pradesh High @ the Supreme Courtef India, and the Union Epvironmerit
Ministry, among other stakeholders, over more than a decagfi,ln the end, the State government
was able to arrange for the waste to be safely disposed of — including an outreach exercise to

assuage public anxiety over the emissions — within six months at a cost of X126 crore.
Evidently thg/mean3have alwayES}xl}_t_e_gd ; thQ/political initiam ct them has beery wantinE)
This is an important detail: waste, once it has entered the environment, has a tendency to be
converted to different forms; it(seldon@és away. The toxic waste incinerated thus far has
yielded more thar@o tonnes of ashtand residue that officials will have toéandﬁl!i’n a scientific
manner. Like solid waste landfills around the country, this new facility will'require regular
upkeep, monitoring, and funds of its own/The site of the Union Carbide plant also _litains
several more tonnes of contaminated soil and other hazardous artefacts, plus contaminated

y —— e “*

subsurface resources in the area.
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Crucially, much of the impetus for positive change in the matter, including waste removal, has
come from victims’ familigs, survivors, and activists ’e} than fjon—fthe stateE urvivors’

groups have filed petitions arguing that deaths and injuries continue to be/un ercounteddand
that they are owed inflation- ad]usteg@amaggBSmce the Supreme Court closed the door on the

,ee———

curative route, also in dispute is whether a new valuation of losses can be forced on The Dow
Chemical Company, notwithstanding the fact that it remains a proclaimed offender.JLong-term
surveillance has been patchy, with activists and survivors alleging that the advisory committee
appointed by the top court has met only/sporadically and that local hospltals continue to to
suffer a shortage of spemahst medical workers to attend tg{survwors)ln the final analy51s! Dow
must account for all remedlatlon egyvmes Both the State and the Centie must close pending ’
settlement claims and attend on a self-motivated basis to the survivors’ well-being, if r f required

“

with the assistance of a new statutory body to unify hey] relief, and remedlatlo goals. ~

Ultimately, the families must be able t% move on\ Gub l
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Pattern 1 -Implication Based Question

Which of the following best captures the author’éattitud}\towards the{ state’s

handling of the Bhopal disaster? _- N '

1. Unreservedly appreciative of the government’s eventual success in toxic waste
disposal a3

2. Critical of the prolonged delay, especially given the longstanding availability of
solutions — B '

3. Skeptical about the impact of recent efforts in the absence of long-term medical
surveillance - B —

Both 1 and 2
Both 1 and 3
Only 1

Only2_/

Only 3
.

Mmoo W R
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Pattern 2 - Vocab Based Questions

What does the phrase “the political initiative to effect them has been
. : = = —
wanting” most likely mean?
\l‘
A. Political parties did not desire these reforms
B. Political willpower to 1mplement existing so solutlons was lackl\ng/

C. Politicians actively blocked the solutions
D. No political roadmap was ever devised
E. The policy details for waste disposal were never clear
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Pattern 3 Logical Reasoning Based Question

— —
Which of the following, if true, would most streﬁngth;n the claim that

"activists and survivorsﬁve played a central rol;xi'h driving change"?

A. State funding for clean-up project?hgs steadily increased over the years
B. Most of the government-led efforts happened only after court directives |

e —

C. The media rarely covered QI‘Ote;&?by SUrvivors
D. Dow Chemical has consistently denied}i’abgity (_}A’.\/‘Ab }-
QU

E. The plant site has always been under government control

-

=
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Pattern 4 - Logical Completion Question
The final line, “Ultimately, the families must be able to move on,” implies:

A. The disaster has been conclusively re?é_lyeij\
B. Families have accepted the state’s settlements

C. Healing requires institutiona\l]}s well as emotional closure
D. Dow’s remediation has met all regulatory standards

E. Public anxiety has fully subsided
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Pattern 5 - Logical Reasoning - Implicit Assumption

Which of the following best illustrates the passage’s broader vision of ‘Amrit
Kaal’ for women and children?

1. Enhanced welfare through subsidies and quotas

2. Systemic empowerment through integrated governance

3. Building digital bridges between policy and people

4. Incremental administrative changes without disrupting status quo

Choose the correct combination:
A.1and 4
B.2 and 4
C.2and 3
D. 3 and 4
E.1and5

.
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Pattern 6 - Title Based Question

Which of the following statements best reflect(s) the challenges that persist despite
the recent disposal of toxic waste from the Union Carbide site?

1. The incineration of toxic waste has eliminated all long-term env}gnmental

—

hazards.
2. The ash and residue from the incineration still require scientifically managed
landfilling and long-term monitoring. /7

3. Government-led initiatives are now sufficient to en?(e the lohg-term safety of
the affected region.

4. Continued medical neglect and lack of expert attention still plague local hospltals
A.l1and IV -

B. Il and III
C.ILIII,and V
D.LIII,and V
E.Il and IV —_

.
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India has declared its ambi ambition to be a global leader in Artificial Intelligence (Al) governance. As the
world’s largest democracy and a te c )-Savvy  nation, it is well-position: -positioned to champion an inclusive
and human-centric approach to A hns aspiration risks bemggundermmed the absence of a
comprehensive, democratically anchored national Al s strategy. I
India’s current Al initiatives ives centre on the India-Al Mission, led ureaucratbnd housed as an
independent unit within a Section 8 company under the Ministry of Electronics agnd Information
Technology. The Mission cannot subsntute for a national strategy.

In India’s approach to Al, fundamental questlons remain unresolved. What are our national
priorities? Which governance values should guide us? How should institutions be structured?
Moving forward without answering these questions poses tngk's it maymlse India’s
ability to lead and maintain strategic autonomy; and it may embed an Al governance model that is
technocratic, opaque, and lacking democratic legitimacy. I
This is not an abstract concern. Several pressing risks are already visible. Al technologies are
becoming increasingly embedded in lnd1 S defenc’/mtzl‘lgli?ce and critical infrastructure systems.

Recent developments — military confli€t, weaponisatio inancial infrastructure, strategic
technology competition — have demonstrated how technological dependencies can be leveraged to
achieve geopolitical objectives. v T—l

N—

e
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Without an indigenous, coordinated Al strategy, India faces the risk of strategic dependencies on

foreign technologies. Safeguarding India’s strategic autonomy requires developing a whole-of-

government Al strategy aligned wi\tpational security priorities an%s:w building resilient,

sovereign capabilities. P
Nowhere is the governance gap clearer than in employment. Automation is already transforming

India’s labour market. In 2024 alone, India’s top three IT services firms — TCS, Infosys, and Wipro
— shed nearly 65,000 jobs. jl'he International Monetary Fund estimates tha{26% of India’'s
workforce is exposed to generative Al, with 12% at risk of displacement. Despite this, national Al

initiatives do not sufficiently address employment W planning, or social

w

protections. Addressing these gaps will help ensure that’Al adoption supports economic resilience
and social stability.

Al is extraordinarily energy-hungry. The Intexpational Energy Agency projects that global data
centre electricity demand will double by 2030.>This poses challenges for India. Eleven of India’s 20
largest cities face acute water stress. Gro ater levels are rapidgly\d_TecfﬁﬁTg in Bengalﬁ and
Hyderabad — both emerging Al and data centre hubs. Yet policy discussions on Al in India have

scarcely addressed the energy implications of scaling Al. —y
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Al will profoundly reshape work, education, and the social contract_lt will determine which skitts
are valued, influence how citizens are trair%d,/ and shape who benefits frogpréconomic gains. These
shifts cannot be left to market forces or technical experts. They demand national dialogue involving
industry leaders, parliamentarians, educators, civil society, and yr representatives, to chart a

just and equitable path forward. Ve
As Al gets integrated in sensitive domains -4 healthcare, policing, welfare — thexisks of bias,
discrimination, and lost accountability grow. Without clear regulatory frameworks, public trust in

Al governance may erode./

Taking the time to build democratic consensus and institutional archi\te}ure is a difficult road to
-t N—

take, but it will make India a genuine Al leader.
"\
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Pattern 7 : Logical Inference Based

According to the passage, what is a potential consequenc/efof failing to
define national Al priorities?

A. Widespread unemployment across rural India
B. Unchecked growth of private sector monopolies
C. Weakening of democratic institutions due to foreign pressure

D. Loss of strategic autonomy and undemocratic governance models
E. Rapid depletion of India’s natural resources
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Pattern 8 Filler Based Question

“India’s governance model risks becoming ) Al regulation
proceeds without democratic inputs.” .

A. extolled and unassailable

B. austere and technocratic

C. militarized and impenetrable
D. nebulous and illegitimate.”

E. bureaucratized and sacrosanct
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Pattern 9 - Fill in the Blanks

Which of the following assumptions underpins the author’s argument?

A. A market-driven Al model naturally leads to equitable outcomes.

B. Technological innovation in India always prioritizes democratic values.
C. A national Al strategy is essential for maintaining geopolitical
independence.

D. Private companies alone can resolve workforce displacement.

E. The risks of Al are exaggerated and can be ignored for now.
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Pattern 10 - Grammar Based Question

Recent developments — military conflict, weaponisation of financial
infrastructure, and strategic technology competition — has demonstrated
how technological dependencies can be leveraged.”

A. Recent developments — military conflict

B. weaponisation of financial infrastructure

C. and strategic technology competition —

D. has demonstrated how technological dependencies
E. No error
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