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\(fhuu and China had retaliated with 125 per cent tariffs on the US

ELITE READING
EXPRESS  COMPREHENSION

The United States and the People’s Republic of Ching have announced a pause In
the ongoing trade war between the two countries. The announcement came
after two days of high-level negotiations in Geneva. The two economies have
been locked in a tarif! war since February 1, when US President Donald Trump
imposed a 10 per cent tariff on China, as well as 25 per cent each on Mexico and
Canada, citing the sale of fentanyl in the US Reportedly, in the US in 2021
deaths due to overdose of oplosds surpassed 100,000, with 67 per cent of those
deaths involving fentanyl But Trump wanted to slap tariffs for other reasons as
well, such as the US's large trade deficit vis & vis the rest of the world and the
loss of manulacturing industry inside the US. For its part. China started
retaliating with counter-tarifls of its own. This process escalated quickly after
Trump's announcement ol reciprocal tariffs on April 2. By April 10, the situation
had worsened to a point where the US had impased 145 per cent tariffs on
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indicative of or marked by high spirits or good
humor ~ I

SYNONYMS W ANTONYMS

* Buoyant / * Gloomy _~—

* Mirthful_- J . Melanchollc/
* Jovial ./~ ( hath » Dismal Noun-(jocundity)
e Gleeful » * Depressed A

qu & -

Her jocund laugh contrasted sharply with his i silence.

RN



Tll a a AL t LY N - .
) _owrow el

to use flattery or the doing of favors in order to win ¢
approval-especially from a superior ~ ‘

synonyms A R« cum——
* Toady * Defy
@ * Drool— &mﬁ@cﬁqj . Rebel%@

. Truck‘le/  Resist—
* Grovel % W e Scorn
Y0 b

AWJ e

While some chose to kowtow to the dictator, others courageously
NN his orders.

ggd Si4l & IS99 §3171 &hdd 9,
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m FOR B (11()

To become rlgld/ﬁxedyr 1nﬂex1bl/m’hab1ts,
attitudes, or opinion S,/

Y .. A
* Petrify Mﬁ(@Qb&L Adapt__~

* Rigidify .~ * Evolve ~

* Coagulate * Flex . /212))6 V\A Noun-(ossiﬁcatign'}
Stlffen WV\ e Me ¢ Adjective-(ossi&d)

Mlt/

it

The of corporate policies stifled innovation.

RN
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) nonpiussip @ UEES

So surprised, confused, or bemlde\},that one does
not know how to react.

SYNONYMS ANTONYMS ({ O(.d =

(alamp
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{!
=
* Bewildered _~ »/Composed WM

* Perplexed ..~  Unfazed / u,(,? A FNE
 Baffled _~ ® Unperturbed oun (nonplu)/@
* Confounded_ + Undaunted Verb (nonplu;)/@
» Flummoxed ()

d ndwb

His arrogant remark reduced everyone to a state of
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) rrinae  QRLENY

The outer edge or margin of something.

SYNONYMS ANTONYMS |

* Periphery * Centre -~

. e FORMS
Hem siore /

. Offshoop  Interior Verb-(fringe)
Noditad i
The village lies on the of the desert.

(aled
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an idea that is very 1mportar1 to a gromp

SYNONYMS ANTONYMS
no roof llll‘ﬂllﬂ

e P 1 '
 principle. ” 7 fing;, Doubts Y
- Precepts/ 9’)’@/ Rejection aﬁmwnslw

*

* Convictions /1 * Disbelief
dag(oy
e Honesty and integrity are fundamental <1 of his philosophy.
Waleyp
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ATTeHT AT When oppeg‘om.a

About me to teacher.
To gratify or mdtﬁgg someone’s base or immoral i
desires, weaknesses, or pI‘E]Udl

-—ry
SYNONYMS ANTONYMS a

Ae Chaaﬁll

- Appease - Dty
* Indulge ~ * Resist /

\

* Placate_~ » Confront - Noun-(panderingy
* Gratify 4 » Oppose . Adjective-(pandey}g)

=)

While he chose to pand/er to public opinion, she bravely 5%/ it.

L(.i(a - — g ——— =
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) rracwanc_ QLTI

willing to see things as they really are and deal with

them sensibly L)1 S ) }@ g/ch/(
* Practical / . Utopian/

EL % <2 '
FORMS I

* Realistic_~ * Idealistic_~
* Cynical ~ » Visionary -~ Noun-(pragmatism)
* Rational v | . Theoreticak
Sogpv’
His /__ attitude made him an effective manager.

Calod
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mm@@

Tending to cause disagreement, hostility, or disunity
between people. - DIVISIO [

SYNONYMS ANTONYMS

Mai nhi fanta .. Saboot dikhz
Polarizin e Unifvin
" Disrupive ki
* Disruptive / + Harmonious ~

_+Alienating P /Cohesivg/ Noun-(di_visivene'ss)

\°/SchismatiC/ /Reconciliatoy

His remarks triggered widespread outrage.

RN
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m | G\Jou\

A formal agreement contract, or promise between
two or more parties.

SYNONYMS ANTONYMS
e Pact ~ * Denial _~ M —
« Compact * Breach - 7

* Treaty._~ . refusa] Adjective-(covenantal)
* Accord * Dissension
HSSWJ( - UIM
/
The tenants to maintain the property in good condition.

RN



RN

Syr old me coming back
from the beach

SYNONYMS ANTONYMS

* Mass - /\mcz/)/S . Disperse/

* Harvest - * Scatter _

* Gather / . D1551pat§/ _ Verb-(w

. Accumulfl}v

n wﬂﬂ% + Waste /

)

The candidate worked hard to

P BN
ﬁ \N/ \ support from young voters.
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ﬁall for

Meaning: To demand publicly or strongly suggest -
Example: Environmental activists called for stricter laws on industrial pollution.

Let (something) stay -
Meaning: To choose not to remove or change something.
Example: He wanted to repaint the walls but eventually let the old color stay.

Think through “6/
Meaning: To carefully consider the possible results of something_beforedoing it.
Example: You should think through all the financial implications before quitting your job.

Accuse (someone) of (something)
Meaning: To say that someone has done something wrong or illegal./
Example: The manager accused the employee of leaking confidential data.

.
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Fringe fantasy .~

Meaning: An idea considered far-fetched or held only by a minority.
Example: Ten years ago, the notion of flying cars seemed like a fringe
fantasy, but now companies are testing prototypes.

Acquire urgency (idiomatic usage)

Meaning: To become important or pressing.

Example: The issue of data privacy has acquired urgency in the wake of
massive cyberattacks on financial institutions.

Central to something -
Meaning: Extremely important or fundamental to a system or idea.
Example: Innovation is central to the success of any tech company.

.
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Root: dict (Latin: dicere - to say or speak)

e =

—

Dictate — to say or read aloud for someone else to write down; to

command
The manager dictated a list of urgent tasks to her assistant.

Diction —-the choice and use of words in speech or writing
The actor's clear diction made every word of the dialogue easy to
understand.

Contradict - to say the opposite of what someone else has said
His actions contradict his earlier statements about transparency.

.
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The call for the removal of the words “secular” and s_Qdi/ list” from the Preamble to the
Constitution of India is no longer a frmge ge fantasy. With someone as senior anmennal as
the Rashtriya S wayamsevak Sangh (RSS) General Secretary Dattatreya Hosabale makmg a
public statement in support of the idea, it has now acquired a new urgency and prominence in
national politics. The words “secular” and “socialist” were introduced through the 42nd i
Amendment to the Constitution, during the Emergency under Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in
1976. And the Janata Party government, which included RSS-affiliated leaders, that replaced
Indira Gandhi and reversed a lot of the changes made in the Constitution during the Emergency
let these words sty)hese concepts were so central to the Constitution of the new RepﬁbTE
that its original authors did not think it was even necessary to use these words in the Preamble.
When a conflict over India’s national identity began to emerge during ti the 1970s, Indira Gandhi
thought it would be appropriate and also politically rzwardmg to make these amendmepats The
Hindutva camp never really opposed these ese concepts historically. Gandhian Socialism was a part
of the core tenets of the Jan Sangh, the earlier avatdr of the Bharatiya Janata Party (B]P)
Hindutva proponents accused their rivals of followmg pseudo fculansm and by implication,

—

claimed to be genuine secularists., -/ —/

;_______\_________________________
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The words “secular” and “socialist” have attained meanings specific to the Indian context over
the years. Secularism is not a rejection of Indian civilisational heritaé\e_,orvanlreli&'on, buta
commitment to equal treatment of all faiths by the state. Indira Gandhi had been viewed as
someone pandering to Hindu sentiments. Socialism is not about hostility tq;ﬁrivate proper
or enterprise, but a pragmatic appreciation of the fact that the state must take pr%tive =
measures to tackle poverty and expand opportunities for the depriveﬁsect)ions of society. The
words ‘secularism’ and ‘socialism’ reflect a broad consensus ir{lﬁdian politicsithat has held for

decades. There is nothing to be achieved byﬁgk_ing mfmeaningless debate on these words.
Perhaps the debate itself is the objective: to push a divisive agenda without providing any

#

ideologicaltegal orpractical reasoning for this demar:rcll{)\‘cﬁa’s ch:a;l‘l?l?lge is not about thése
two words, but its continuing struggle to tackle discriminatiop, po and
underdevelopment, which are often influenced by the caste'and religious origins of its citizensJ
The Sangh Parivar, and the BJP, could serve the country better by focusing on thesezgn{ﬂlenges

rather than wasting energy on divisive debates on settled semantics —
e —

.
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Pattern 1 -Implication Based Question

What does thepassage jmply.about how “secularism" is understood
in the Indian context?
Quitho?.

X . s
A) It reflects an absolute separation of religion and state

B) It demands privileging minority religions in state policy
C) It upholds neutrality and equal respect for all religions ~
D) It marginalizes religion from civil Tife R

E) It promotes Gandhian ideals over modern frameworks




Pattern 2 - Inference Based Questions

Based on the passage, why did Indira Gandhi introduce the terms “secular”
and “socialist” in the Constitution?

A) She was legally compelled to align the Constitution with international
norms. Cee

B) She sought to strengthen India’s global soclalis>t<alliances.

C) She aimed to suppress RSS idedlogies during the Emerg}?{.

D) She believed it would be politically advantageous amid risinhg identity
conflicts. B

E) She wished to revoke earlier Gandhian ideal
U @
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Pattern 3 Tone Based Question

What best describes the author’s tone towards the ongoing debate about
the Preamble? N

A) Neutral and detached x

B) Dispassionate yet inquisitive ~<

C) Analytical with a hint of supfort for revision

D) Critical and disapproving of the political motives behind it/

E) Sarcastic and dismissive of both sides
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Pattern 4 - Logical Completion Question

Which of the following statements is not supported by the passage?

A) The Janata Party, despite reversinf‘;ygnl Emergency amendments,
retained “secular” and “socialist.’-

B) The original Constitution drafters belieyéd that secularism and socialism
were implicitly embedded in the text. B
C) The Hindutva ideology fundamentally opposes secularism in alJf6rms.
D) “Secular” and “socialist” took on uniquely Indian meanings over time.

E) The Sangh Parivar is advised to focus on poverty and discrimination
rather than semantic debates.

.
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Pattern 5 - Logical Reasoning - Implicit Assumption

Which flawed assumption does the push to remove the terms seem to rely
/ f
on, as per the author?

)(

A) That their insertion was entirely unconstitutional t
B) That their meanings have remained unchanged since 1976

C) That they enforce rigid economic and religious d6ctrines ~
D) That the Supreme Court has already struck them dewn

E) That national identity must be reflected solely through lam%?ge




- - -

Pattern 6 - Purpose Based Questions

Assertion (A): The debate around removing the terms “secular” and “socialist”
reflects a deep constitutional crisis in India. v~ <
Reason (R): The words themselves are responsible for increasing religious

polarization in Indian society. @

—
Choose the correct option:

A. Both Assertion and Reason age true,)Jand Reason is the correct explanation of
Assertion. i
B. Both Assertion and Reason are ttue, but Reason is not the correct explanation of
Assertion.
C. Assertion is true, but Reason is false/
D. Assertion is false, but Reasonis true.

ﬂ

E. Both Assertion and Reason are false. \¢

—

e
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The eighth anniversary of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) in India, on July 1, coincided with
the poorest tax collections the indirect tax system has seen in some time, highlighting the
need for structural changes in the system. The latest GST collections steqd at El.B—S-lalJ(h.\
crore in June 2025,\}he lowest in four months. This amount was jus 0.2/ higher than the
collections in June 2024, the slowest growth rae’in four years. Looking past the gross
collections, the data show that oTlc_e_e_Lefunds are accounted for, the growth in the
government’s actual Eollecjions was just 3.3%/Further, the revenue from domegﬁc/
transactions, excluding imports, was an anaemic 4.6% higher tpan in June last year — barely
faster than the average rate of inflation since then. Being a consumption tax, a dip if GST
collections reflects a dip inéconomic acti\?i%But it also reﬂects@nefﬁcisn/ciesyy theZslystDnﬁ
which must now suitably be addressed eight years on. A common demand is for fuel to be
included in GSJ<There is, however, strong resistance to this from State governments, since
fuel and alcohol are the few sources of revenug States have with them that are independent of
the Centre. However, this cannot be reason enough to perpetually keep these items excluded.
[tis ‘one nation, one tax’ after all, and it is\rhighdtimg that the goal was achieved in full. As for

the revenue hit to States, the Centre must accede to their fﬁ(],uest for a higher share in central
e e . e P —— : :

taxes. .
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The Centre must also stop increasingly relying on non-shareable cesses for its revenue. For
their part, States must resist the temptation to use this higher amount on electlon oriented
untargeted freebies. Trust goes two ways.

The other popular reform is a reduction in the number of GST rates. This, too, is overdde,
and the GST Council’s fitment and rate-setting committees are examining the issue.
Connected to this is the question of what is to be done with the ST Compensation Cess,
which is levied over and above the 28% slab. It was originally intended to compensate
States for any losses arising out of GST implementation for a period of five years. It was
then extended until March 20260 repay the loan taken by the Centre to pay this
compensation since the COVID-19 pandemic had disrupted revenues. The Centre should
avoid the temptation to subsume this cess into the broader GST rates. Instead, with its job
done, the cess must be remov,?ﬁ Taxation is not just a covenant between the Centre_;n\d
the States. It is also one with the peopr Removing a cess that is no longer needed will not

only garner putzE&raise but could also spur some sorely needed urban consumption.
— : <P /l
.
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Pattern 7 : Logical Inference Based

What does the phrase “trust goes two ways” most nearly imply in the
context of the paragraph?

A. Trust must be earned individually before being institutionalized
B. Both the Centre and States must act responsibly and transparently

C. The public must trust both the Centre and State governments
D. Trust must be formalized through legislation and accountability
E. States should comply with Centre’s mandates to earn reciprocal trust
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Pattern 8 Assumption Based Question

Which of the following assumptigy underlies the author’s call for
inclusion of fuel under GST? N

A. All State governments will unanimously agree if given time
B. Fuel taxation is the primary reason for declining consumption

C. Uniform taxation shoulc(ovggr@ States’ revenue zhpt(ﬁlom@ |

D. GST's original design never excluded fuel intentionally
E. Fuel consumption directly correlates with economic inflation
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Pattern 9 - Reasoning Based

Which of the following best completes the sentence: "Being a

consumption tax, a dip in GST collections reflects a dip in economic
activity. But it also reflects inefficiencies in the system,
Y

A. which could be corrected only through changes in income taxation
B. which have worsened as India’s export policies have weakened
C. which may justify a return to the previous tax structure @

@_. which must now suitably be addressed eight years on

E. which indicate the Centre’s deliberate attempt to centralize power
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Pattern 10 - Grammar Based Question

Identify the part of the sentence that contains a grammatical error:

o
The GST Compensation Cess, which (A) was origina?: meantto

compensate States for losses, (B)\bave bee%exteng until March 2026, (C)
ic, (D) is now under

in order to repay loans incurred during the pandem
review. (E) No error

¢St
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