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making light of something usually reggjgtlgag
serious or sacred

 Facetious . Somber/ :

. FI‘IVO]OUS/ * Solemn .

: lrreverent./ l,\a SlIlCEI'E/ Q)MOM Noun- (flippancy)

. Gllb Vi % » Earnest

Mﬂﬂﬁnd@l‘(/
ﬁ

.| His ﬂr’p t ]okes in the interview m Im seem glib, while his
(a (o —
JIN | competitor appeared and well-prepared.
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not having or showing an ability te absorb i
readily ]

D\S\'\
e ~
Aap toh hai hi bewakoof
* Vacuous ~ * Rational *
: ObmSE/MUwW)' Prudent -

e Inane | Logical _~ W'X«' Noun- (fatuousness)
* Absurd - KI?ACUUJOV\/) . lnmghtfyl/

< " SQ%QMUW

... |His fatuouéljo es made him look silly, while her responses
(a o ,
JIn |earned the panel’s respect.
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) __covrrite QUL RE S

feeling sorrow for a wrong that one has done

T AR
. Remorsefu 1 * Ruthless —

* Repentant_~ e Proud .~ Noupn-= (contritien)
* Lugubrious / ﬂ- lndlfferent/ /] ML'
SQU\ /‘PO\

The thief showed no ol even after being caught red-handed.

Me: Sir ldon't feel well.
Invigllato Kya ho raha hal?
N

Me: P,

(a (s
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I (O /%Som

something taken as being true or factual and used
as a starting point for a course of action

g sy it
\°/Con)ecture/§ 05[(})00 Evident,_—
. ypothesiV U’FP . Certalnty/

0 / “ v€rlﬁcatlo Ad]ectlve (presump}ifve)
* Theory g + Reality / %k{/) Verb- (presume)”
/I)%UW\L /
He is the nominee for the presidential race.

(alamp
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/
a person frequently seen in the company of another

Pugnof g; 9209 ‘:&
/]dws

 Associate ./ ?@M/ e Rival

* Accomplice - i Opponent/

+ Contingent - [« Loner s

e Ally 0 . /C)ompet;ltl(’);

He arrived with a of loyal supporters.

Calod
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something that is different from what is ordmary or ¥ 5
expected

SYNONYMS ANTONYMS

* Exception * Ordinary /
. Phenome)& d&% : Regulanty/

e Quirk _- Conformi / Adjective-(anomalous) .

: Aberratlon//]bn@lnﬂw DS ((/U/JT @9‘

\J/ .

The data points were dlstrlbuted -, suggesting a technical glitch.

—

-

\
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pouring forth in great amounts

SYNONYMS ANTONYMS
7@ BT e R
. Profuse” i m

+ Profuse”” /) or\dQ * Scant
. RlOtous/ . MEagFe/ (-) aﬂl NQ" Noun- (coplousness)
. Bountlfu-l/ /]D’)P(/L . Scarce \

% ; %!Q C\\cm)\ow
e teacher gave copious notes to one group, while the others had to

Gaen =
JIn | manage with only a __set of materials.
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sticking to an opinion,‘pﬁpose, or course of action
in spite of reason, arguments; or persudsionm

SYNONYMS ‘

N

A .

R B

: .
- - v \

* Adamant e Pliant
+ Obdurate —. : Anienatile

* Obstinate 2 Compliant/ Noun-(intransigence)
* Steadfast /MWHU)/) * Docile ./5‘ FOL & S
a, ‘[9/& . - M&W))\bl

nfie Toga Comnprwor’
. |His : during the peace talks led to'a complete breakdown in
ffﬁ' negotiations.




JEOPARDISING Tay A 3

to place in danger

C’l’d@ Shaitaan gully,khatra mahel éAn%er nagar b
’W aur shamsaam k saamne’
* Imperiling o . Shleldm *

* Menacing _~ * Ensuring / FORMS

* Undermining ~ “ Preservm Verb- ()eopardlz@/‘

- EXpOSing . Protectlng/ Noun- (jeOpard)Q/

V4
He was his health by smoking, while his brother was actively

o G . . : S :
/(rﬁ' safeguarding his body with a strict fitness routine.




ACRIMONIOUS 39 AW

having or showing deep-seated resentment

(alamp

SYNONYMS ANTONYMS
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 MERE ONLINE ATE HI USKA lﬂlcll-;,
Qg [ S4B

IIM!VEIIIIGITAIH!IIT
. Rancorous Sympath

- Cymical M@WW’ . Warm Mz \
* Acrid _A M * Cordial / oun- (acrimony)

. Emblttered  Tender O\W |
. lrasable /Jhﬁ / /.\ %ﬂW/
b

There was clear acrimony between the two departments over budget
allocation.




A

No Matter How Many
Hours You Study

s

-v——

present at the same time and pla{:}

Ao

SYNONYMS

ANTONYMS

Ghar Walo @t Usi Waqt
Aana BT Hai Jab Mobile 87w Me Ho

* Collateral _~ . ExcluswV

* Subsequent_/ e [solate — e

. Associates/ ‘U, Standalone Noun- (concomitzyk)’
e Concurrent/ [” . Separat/

Depression is often a of chronic illness.

(a (s
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PHRASAL VERBS

Castlighton ~
Meaning: To clarify or make something easier to understand.
Example: Her memoir cast light on the struggles she faced as a refugee.

Lay to rest _— /7 m/"
Meaning: To eliminate fears doubts, or concerrts

Example: The DNA evidence laid to rest any doubts about his innocence.

Double down (on) -

Meaning: To strengthen one’s commitment to a strategy or course of action.
Example: Despite criticism, the company doubled down on its environmental
policies.
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IDIOMS
N

Cut an inspiratiolnal ﬁgl\uy

Meaning: To serve as a role model or inspiratjz(m.

Example: Despite her dﬁﬂ\'@,s\he cut an inspirational figure in the sports
world.

Caught between a rock and a hard place . —

Meaning: Faced with two difficult choices.

Example: She was caught between a rock and a hard place—stay in a bad job or
be unemployed.

Take something with a grain of saly”

Meaning: To view something skeptically or not to take it literally.

Example: You should take his predictions with a grain of salt—he often
exaggerates.
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Root Word: cap / cept / cip (Latin: capere — to take or seize)

Deceive - to take someone inby trickery; to mislead”

Example: He deceived the voters by hiding the truth.

Anticipat% to take action in advance; to expect beforehand
Example: We anticipated the storm and stayed indoors.

Recipient ~one who recej¥es or takes something

Example: He was the recipient of a national scholarship.

Intercept - to seize or stop something on its way

Example: The defenderintercepted the ball before it reached the goal.




A crew of four astronguts including India’s Shubhanshu Shukla completed their roughly two-
week mission to the?%t?f*nationéﬂ'ﬁaceft)ation on July 15. Mr. Shukla’s trip wad presumey to
have been an(intensive rehears’@head of his flight as part ofIndia’s first bat@f astronauts
for ISRO’s ‘Gaganyaan’ mission, currently expected in 2027. The pr tiO)'l is because the
goals of Mr. Shukla’s trip, which ISRO arranged for by paying north of X500 trore to A@
Space, have not been officially communicated by Indian authorities. Fortunately,
clarifications from A_)ii_(g_n and NASA have since/cast more ligl}?on its purMWhile ISRO
and the Department of Space arestill expectéd to/proactively)disseminate’what they know
about their activities Wanyaan, not leasfg;cagse of the mission’{320,000 Jrore
price tag, Mr. Shukla’s trip ought to strengthen ISRO’s preparationsjHuman spaceflightis a
highly involved endegvour: once in spacg, the crew is on its gw 1 and the resources to’
respond to a variety of situations are limited. According to g statement ISRO published after
the mission launched on June 25, Mr. Shuklzand Prasanth Nair — who is also part of
Gaganyaan’s first cohort of astronauts an\d)fas part of the Axiom missic;p'z{ﬁackup crew —
were familiarised with "advanced spacecraft systems, emergency ~&tocols, scientific
payload operations, microgravity adaptati(_)} space medici&é, and survival Haitf;.




- .-

As the mission pilot, per Axiom, Mr. Shukla was also coached on docking and undocking,
manual operations, atmospheric re- entry, and anomaly management. Onboard the space
station, Mr. Shukla was exposed to operations in the Japanese and European moduleﬁ'fBr
which he and Mr. Nair were trained in Japan and Germany. ISRO Chairman V. Narayanan
has also said that the Axiom mission cost less than what ISRO might have had to invest if it
had to train Mr. Shukla on itS own. In all, the NASA-Axiom-ISRO tie-up emerges as an
admirable le outcome, even as space agencies continue to closely guard space technologies
for their strategic value. ) v
Concerns that the limitations imposed by the U.S.'s International Traffic in Arms
Regulations would prevent the duo from Téarngmuch may also be laid tm Instead,

they may be replaced by concerns about ISRO’g piecemealfommunication Astronau cut
inspirational figures and appeal to all ages. As Inhdia prep es fogtjﬁrst human

spaceflight mission, there can be no better way to buildexcitementthan bﬂécnlntaﬁ(
access to India’s astronauts. The lack of 1 lnanUlS hard to rationalise, although it is still

not too late. ISRO as well as India’s soft power platform will makicoplous ains by

expanding outreach and easing public access to the space

———y
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| Inference-Based

Q1. What can be reasonably inferred about ISRO’s public communication
regarding Mr. Shukla’s mission? —

A) It was hindered due to external diplomatic E‘otocols.

B) It remained@imited)despite the public nature of the missiony
C) It was delayed intentionally to align with NASA's disclosures.

D) It was cautious due to technological confidentiality clauses.

E) It was adequate given the complexity of the Gaganyaan mission.
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Vocab Based Question

In the phrase “space agencies continue to closely guard space technologies
for their strategic value,” the word "guard”™ most nearly means:

'd

A) Withh(‘)l/d for tactical reasons o

B) Observe without interference

C) Develop through global partnershifs
D) Share cautiously under treaties

E) Avoid regulating through legal channels

l

.
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Tone-Based

The tone of the author towards ISRO’s collaboration ﬂth NASA and Axiom
can best be described as:

A) Begrudgingly supportivex
B) Cautiously optimistic
C) Grudgingly neutral *

D) Unreservedly critical x
E) Admiring with restrained foncern
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Cause & Effect

Q4. Which of the following best explains why Mr. Shukla’s training was
deemed cost-effective?

A. The mission didn’t involve any international agencies

B. Training via Axionyvvas cheapgl/t\han building domestic E}{cilitiesd

C. Japan and Germany sponsored all modules

D. ISRO received NASA grants for astronaut programs

E. The Indian government covered full expenses through crowdfunding




THE HINDU EDITORIAL ANALYSIS | ANUBHAV SIR|8AM | IY 6

Purpose Identification
What was the likely unstated objective of Shukla’s miW?

A. An independent U.S.-funded military mission
B. A practical rehearsal for the upcoming Gaganyaan launch
C. A political demonstration of India’s space ambitions

D. A recreational space tourism activity
E. A fundraising effort for ISRO
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'Central Idea Based Question
What best summarizes the central idea of the passage?

A) India's collaboration with international agencies has diluted its
autonomy in space programs. i -
B) Despite a successful international mission, ISRO m%nhan(ﬁ)ublic
outreach for Gaganyaan. * >

C) Space regulations limit astronauts from developing full mission

capability in foreign programs.

D) ISRO’s training methods were inefficient until NASA's assistance.

E) The success of private firms like Axiom undermines national agencies
like ISRO.
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U.S. Presidentﬁ)onald Trum@has made a(U-tu@on Ukraine, shifting from his campaign
pledge to end the war within 24 hours of taking office to promising to send more weapons to
Ukraine and threatening to impose “severe tariffs” on Russia and its trading partners if the
crisis is not resolved ir{ 50 daﬁThe shift reflects the complex realities on the ground.
Ukraine, which has lost more thanﬁZOo/Blf its territories, including its Sea of Azoy coastline, to
Russia since 2014, agreed to a ceasefire, under pressure from the Trump administration,
based on the current frontline,JRussia had initially responded to Mr. Trump’s peace pysh. It
agreed to a naval ceasefire in the Black Sea, anﬂlaft?%afks on Ukrainge_’s/energy
infrastructure for 30 days. Moscow also declared brief ceasefires and sent negotiators to
Istanbul for talks with Kyiv on June 2, despite a drone strike by Ukraine deep inside Russia,
targeting its bombers. But after the U.S.joined Israel to bomb Irapdespite Tehran’s nuclear
talks with Washington, Russia accelerated attacks on Ukraine with drone attacks and troop
advances in the Dnipropetrovsk region. In a call with Mr. Trump, Russian President Vladimir
Putin said he would not back down from his goals in Ukraine. Caught between an" ~

intransigent Mgscow and pressure from his allies, Mr. Trump seems to have decided to
change coursej ’
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=

Nevertheless, Mr. Trump has ruled out giving Ukraine long-range®ffensive weapons. The
plan is to send defensive weapons, including Patriot systems and ammunition to Ukraine
through NATO allies. While Patriots could be effective in shielding Ukraine’s skies from
Russian missile strikes, they are unlikely to alter the balance in the battlefield. And, the
U.S/s ability to hurt Russia through dlrec({anffs IS llmltecDas bilateral trade stood at ]ust§3
billion in 2024. But if Mr. Trump opts for secondary tariffs, the 1mpacfwould extend to
other countries, including lndlzﬁhlga/am Since the start of the Ukraine war, the
U.S. and Europe have imposed fmultiple layers of sanctlo’r%n Russia, which have failed to
impact the Kremlin’s war policies, By threatening to penaifse third countries for Russia’s
actions, Mr. Trump is@oubling do/&Son a failed pohcy, and also jeopardising the energy
security of countries such as India, an American partner. Mr. Trump ) prust realise that he
cannot resolve global conflicts through imperial-style ultimatums and threats Instead,
sustained diplomacy with Moscow and Kyiv is essential. Russia must come down from its
maximalist demands, and Ukraine’s security concerns should be addressed. His focus
should be on finding a middle ground between the Russian and Ukrainian posntlons to

e
achieve a durable peace i

-
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Column Matching - Logical Connectors
Q1. Connector: However | A S

——
ColumnA ColumnB

A1. Mr. Trump initially promised to end the Ukrai me later announ more pr(ilitary support and
war within 24 hours /P —tariff threats

<
A2. Russia halted attacks and agreed to ceasefi{es/_mresum_ﬁd»st‘rikes after U.S. bombed+ran during

temporarily == nuclear negotiations

A3. Sanctions were repeatedly imposed by Western B3. They did not force Russia to change its military
powers strategy

Options:

A. A1-B3, A2-B1, A3-B2
B.A1-B1, A2-B2, A3-B3
C.Al1-B2, A2-B3, A3-B1
D.A1-B1, A2-B3, A3-B2
E.A1-B3, A2-B2, A3-B1
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| 0Odd One Out - Contextual Consistency

Q8. Identify the sentence that does NOT align logically with the tone and
message of the passage.

A. The U.S. has shifted its stance multipletimes based on evolving ground
realities

B. Russia is open to all peacenegotiations without setting any prior conditions

C. Bilateral trade between the U.S. and Russia has remained limited throughout
D. Threatening third-party countries could weaken diplomatic relations globally
E. Defensive weapons like the Patriot system offer only limited battlefield impact
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Assumption- Logical Sequence

Which of the following actions did Russia take in response to Mr. Trump’s
peace proposal?

A) Declared victory over Ukraine’s Azov coastline

B) Invaded Dnipropetrovsk and halted talks with Kyiv

C) Agreed to limited ceasefires and participated in peace talks
D) Strengthened economic ties with Iran and Brazil

E) Imposed retaliatory tariffs on the U.S.




Critical Evaluation - Strategy Assessment

Q10. Which of the following best evaluates the effectiveness of Mr.
Trump’s current strategy as discussed in the passage?

A. It offers a sustainable roadmap that unifies Western allies and deters
Russia

B. It reflects a reactive approach that may worsen global economic
conditions

C. It focuses solely on trade rather than on geopolitical conflict resolution
D. It avoids any involvement in foreign disputes to focus on domestic
growth

E. It leverages nuclear deterrence as a means to establish global peace

.
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