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India’s ranking in Henley Passport Index jumps
from85to 77.

+ India has moved up eight places on the
Henley Passport Index 2025, ranking 77th
compared to 85th last year, despite only a
slight increase in the number of visa-free
destinations for Indian passport holders,
which now stands at 59 countries.

+ Singapore holds the top spot with its
passport allowing visa-free access to 193 out
of 227 destinations.

« Japan and South Korea rank second,
offering access to 190 destinations.

Seven EU countries — Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, and Spain —
share third place, each allowing visa-free
entry to 189 destinations.

India’s improvement: Moved from 85th to
77th, with Philippines and Sri Lanka being
the two newly added visa-free destinations
for Indians.

Indian passport holders currently have visa-
free or visa-on-arrival access to 59

locations.

Digital payments rise 10.7% in March: RBI data
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Digital payments across the country

registered a 10.7 per cent year-on-year rise
as of March 2025, according to the RBI's

index that measures the adoption of online
transactions.

The central bank has been publishing a
composite Reserve Bank of India-Digital
Payments Index (RBI-DPI) since January 1,
2021.

The index for March 2025 stands at 493.22 as
against 465.33 for September 2024 and
445.5 for March 2024.

“The increase in RBI-DPI index was driven by
significant growth in parameters, such as

payment infrastructure-supply-side

factors and payment performance across
the country over the period,” according to the

data.

Period  RBI- Digital Payment Index (DPI)
March 2018 (Base) 100
March 2019 15347
September 2019 173.49
March 2020 207.84
September 2020 217.74
March 2021 270.59
September 2021 304.06
March 2022 349.30
September 2022 377.46
March 2023 395.57
September 2023 418.77
March 2024 445.50
September 2024 465.33
March 2025 493.22
* RBI-DPI comprises of 5 broad parameters
that enable measurement of deepening and
penetration of digital payments in the
country over different time periods.
These parameters are -
. Payment Enablers (weight 25%),
2. Payment Infrastructure - Demand-
side factors (10%),
Payment Infrastructure - Supply-
side factors (15%),
4. Payment Performance (45%) and
5. Consumer Centricity (5%).
Each of these parameters have sub-
parameters which, in turn, consist of various

measurable indicators.

RBI-Digital Payments Index - Parameters and Sub-parameters

The RBI-DPI has been constructed with
March 2018 as the base period, i.e. DPI score
for March 2018 is set at 100.

RBI-DPI shall be published on RBI's website
on a semi-annual basis fromm March 2021
onwards with a lag of 4 months.

267,000 crore unclaimed Deposits with Banks:
Finance Ministry

» The Finance Ministry has informed the Lok

Sabha that banks hold over 267,000 crore in
nclaimed deposits.

These funds have been transferred to the Depositor

Education and Awareness (DEA ind, maintained

by the Reserve Bank of What Are Unclai

Deposits?
Savings or current accounts with no activity
for 10 years, or

« Fixed deposits not claimed within 10 years of

maturity,

— are declared unclaimed and moved to the DEA

Fund.

* Among PSBs, State Bank of India (snll has

the highest unclaimed deposits.
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* Among private banks, ICICI Bank leads. BAANKNET replaced the older e-Bikray
Deposit Data (As of June 30, 2025) portal (launched in 2019).
Category Amount in DEA Fund In one year (July 2024 to June 2025), the

12 Public Sector Banks 58,000+ crore average annual bid value increased to
21 Private Banks 215,731 crore, compared to just 25,267 crore

under the old system.
o i Over 1.24 lakh auctions were conducted,
T 327 (30 ¥, 2025 ) with 18,361 successful auctions.
at dréu v & ufdrdife e afer The auction success rate rose to 14.7%, up
12 wrEww 8 % ¥ ¥58,000+ crore from 9% under e-Bikray.

21 Fefr i 8,600+ crore Bank of Baroda (BoB) achieved the highest
- e p——— success rate among all PSBs: 44.86%.

BoB recovered over 23,900 crore through the
Unclaimed deposits Top banks (in ¥ crore) platform.

PRIVATE
SECTOR India’'s industrial output growth dips to 10-

BARK
month low of 1.5% in June.

NN

L e e

K.
2
s
F
§
s

BAANKNET Boosts NPA Recovery for Public Growth in industrial production fell to a ten-

Sector Banks. month low of 1.5 per cent in June from an
upward revised figure of 1.9 per cent in May

PSB @ BAANKH = due to high base effect and a decline in the

Alliance output of the mining and electricity sector,
according to the data released by National
tatisti i NSO).

As per the revised calendar, the Quick
Estimate of Index of Industrial Production
(uP) will now be released on 28th of every
month (or next working day if 28th is a
; holiday).

operational from July 1,2024. The lIP grgwth rate for the month of June

All 12 Public Sector Banks, and Insolvency 2025 is 1 rcarst which was 12 sercent

ing the platf for listi d i qre; (Qmsuit_mJg)m the month of May 2025.
using the platform for listing and auction o The: Giowth fates ol the

Properties across the country, Mining, Manufacturing and Elsﬂr_isis! for

Public_sector banks (PSBs) have seen a
sharp improvement in the recovery of bad
loans through their revamped e-auction
platformm, BAANKNET, which officially
launched in January 2025 and became
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the month of June 2025 are (-)8.7 percent,

3.9 percent and (-)2.6 percent respectively.
DPIIT signs pact with Ather Energy to strengthen
EV manufacturing.

« Department for Promotion of Indust nd
Internal Trade (DPIT) has inked an initial
pact with electric vehicle maker Ather
Energy with an aim to provide new
opportunities for startups in the EV and
manufacturing space.

The MoU will focus on providing strategic

mentorship for deep-tech startups,

infrastructure support for startups in the EV
value chain.

Australia, uk sign 50-Year Geelong Treaty
Under AUKUS Amid US Review of Alliance.

Australia and the United Kingdom have

signed a 50-year defence agreement under
the AUKUS alliance, even though the United

States is still reviewing its participation.

The treaty, named the Geelong Treaty, was
signed in Geelong, Victoria, by Australia’s

Deputy Prime Minister and Defence Minister
Richard Marles and UK Defence Secretary

John Healey.
The Geelong Treaty will enable

comprehensive cooperation on the design,
build, operation, sustainment, and disposal
of their nuclear-powered attack submarine
(SSN).

AUKUS = Australia + United Kingdom +
United States
A trilateral security pact formed in 2021 to
promote Indo-Pacific defence cooperation.
Two pillars:
= Pillar I: Nuclear-powered submarines
« Pillar II: Advanced technologies like
Al, cyber  security, quantum
computing

Divya peshmukh Creates History, Wins FIDE
Women's World Cup 2025.

19-year-old Divya Deshmukh won the FIDE
Women'’s World Cup 2025, defeating senior
Indian chess legend Koneru Humpy.

She secured the title in the final in Batumi,
Georgia.

She became the first Indian woman ever to
win the FIDE Women's World Cup.

With this victory, Divya also earned the
prestigious Grandmaster (GM) tite —
becoming:
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There

* The 4th Indi a

+  The 88th Grandmaster from India.
Divya Deshmukh has become the fourth
Indian woman to achieve the prestigious
Grandmaster (GM) title, after Koneru
Humpy, R. Vaishali, and Harika Dronavalli.
She earned this title by winning the FIDE
Women’'s World Cup 2025 an elite
competition that grants direct Grandmaster
titles.
are two ways to become a Grandmaster

(em):

lﬂiytll'l Wins Dole Trophy Masters Chess Title in

Conventional Method:
+  Win 3GM norms
* Reach a FIDE Classical rating of
2500+
Alternative Method:
+  Win certain elite-level tournaments,
like the FIDE Women's World Cup.

The Divya dossier

Becomes the

first Indian
woman to win the
chess World Cup

Fourth

Indian
woman to
become a GM
after Humpy,

Double gold
medallist (team
and individual) at the
Budapest Olympiad

in 2024

Second teenaged
Indian girl, after
Koneru Humpy (aged
15, 2002), to earn a
GM title

Third winner of the

World Cup after
Alexandra Kosteniuk
(2021) and Aleksandra
Goryachkina (2023)

France.

D. Harika and
R. Vaishali
The 44th
woman to get
the GM title
The 19-year-
old is now
India’s

88th GM

Indian Grandmaster Pa Iniyan clinched the
Dole Trophy Masters title in France after
defeating Polish GM Malek Jan in a playoff
match.

The tournament was held at Aix-En-
Provence, France.

ISRO & NIOT Join Hands to Build Deep Sea Mission
Vehicle - MATSYA-6000.

3@4?5.«—:.

ISRO’s Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre
(vssc) has signed an agreement with the
National Institute of Ocean Technology
(NIOT) to build a deep-sea human
submersible named MATSYA-6000.

This vehicle is part of the Samudrayaan
Mission, which comes under the Deep Ocean

Mission run by the Ministry of Earth Sciences
MOoES).

Whatis MATSYA-6000?
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It's a Human Occupied Vehicle (HOV) - like
a small underwater spaceship that can
carry 3 people deep into the ocean.

It can go up to a depth of 6 kilometers under =i
the sea. i - Li—g .
The sphere measuring 2,260mm diameter rrom ASP 'RANT
with a wall thickness of 80mm, is made out of TO ACH' E VE R 3X Tez
Titanium alloy and is expected to withstand b taiyari hogi

an external pressure up to 600bar under low #MonthEndSuperSale
temperature conditions of -3°C. Start Now

VSSC (ISRO): Designed the sphere and m
developed the special Titanium material. VALIDITY Gifts

NIOT: Will assist in testing and deployment in On Every Purchase

ocean conditions.
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What is the primary objective of NALSA’s ‘Veer Parivaar Sahayata Yojana 2025'?

NALSA &1 ‘de ufdare deraar dicten 2025 &1 WATAS 3824 F1 22

1. To provide housing to defence martyrs' families / 2I¢le Afaw! & ufdarel & smare wers s

2. To ensure pension for all ex-servicemen | aft gd AfAe) & BT Yera gfAfDa wHean

3. To offer educational scholarships to defence children/ Afas s g= @t & Eﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁm

4.Todeliver legal help to tribal communities only | &de HelalTdld HHETAI 1 hloel! HETAdT WaTol deall

5. To provide free and fast legal aid to defence personnel and their families [ Z&iT &faal 32 Is1eh ufdare! &t
U 312 AR BTofeft HeTaaT Warel deall

5

What target has IRDAI set for insurers under its rural insurance expansion plan by Financial Year 2026-27?
fa aef 2026-27 a& smeftor dien faear dioten & dgd IRDAI & dien Hufatal & Ae s wea RuffRa b 2
1. Cover 75,000 Gram Panchayats /75,000 AT UdTddl ol dae deall
2. Cover 25,000 Gram Panchayats /25,000 T3 UARId! 1 Hae el
3. Cover 50,000 Gram Panchayats /50,000 T YTl o1 dde deall
4. Cover 35,000 Gram Panchayats /35,000 AT GATAdl 1 e el
5. Cover 45,000 Gram Panchayats | 45,000 T3 YTl &1 ag deoll
.
Why did IRDAI impose a 23.39 crore penalty on Star Health Insurance?
IRDAI 3 T2 2 $2U1eH U 23.39 Hel3 H1 Sfatfoll ol 3aman?
1. For denying health claims / FaT&R4 2141 &I 3EdI®TE Heat & (BT
2. For violating agent commission rules | TH¢ dafterel fAdeil o1 Ieostel deol & BT
3. For breaching cybersecurity norms | ET3a2 &l ATTd| dI Icoitl dhedl & (ST
4.For misreporting financial data / fa=fia 321 &t srea Ruifdn & @

5. For policy lapses [ Ulfael & 9@ & 3T
3

What is the name of the new high-end credit card launched by Citibank to rival Amex and Chase?
vy 3112 99 &) awhe 24 & AT fAdS grer oia e e siv 2ré-v2 Hfie B1¢ &1 are Far 22
1. Citi Prestige [ f@2 ffifdar 2. Citi Reserve [ @@ fewd

3. Citi Signature [ @ f@vare 4. Strata Elite [ T THIE

5. Citi Infinite / f@2} zaiftsfaie

4

On its 109th Founder’s Day, which bank launched a Cybersecurity Awareness Initiative?
3at 1093 MU fRad e, fhe @ o ATZae Hean ARTEddal Ugs 2 $i?

1. South Indian Bank [ @3 RO &F

2. Federal Bank | 35 db

3.Karnataka Bank | alfeds deb

4.Karur Vysya Bank [ $&Z ded 4

5. Tamilnad Mercantile Bank | afRcelTs AheIZs db

5

Which two green initiatives were highlighted during PM Modi's visit to Maldives in 2025?
2025 & dtea A1t &t Arsda aran & e fase ) eRa ugs) ue estel s1e1 Iran?

1. Jal Jeevan Mission & Digital India / 71& Hiast faers 3z RfAes #Rar

2. Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam & 5 Million Tree Plantation | €as 93 311 & &1t 3ie 5 fifSaet ganmeigur
3. Clean India Mission & Startup India | T8 3124 fRer 3 =réam ian

4. Ujjwala Yojana & Fit India [ 3ovaest aiuren 302 fibe $fEan

5. None of the above [ 392t A A B2 oTgl

2
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What is the name of the Iranian telecom satellite launched aboard a Russian Soyuz rocket in 2025?
2025 A S&ft A 2idse A uafda 33 ot ares Fereft qreiane IuE &1 ore a1 &2
1.Khayyam | @& 2. Pars-1/arf-1
3. Hodhod [ gt 4.Kosar [ BI&ET
5. Nahid-2 [ S1f2e-2
. B
Which Viethamese EV company recently opened its first showroom in Surat, Gujarat, India?
1o @ 3 b et £t dueht ot gea, Iiera, aiea & 3den uge eitea & 82
1. Tesla [ &1 2.BYD | dtargdt
3.VinFast | fdaibre 4. Tata Motors [ TeT e
5. Ola Electric | 3o s fdva
. 3
Where is IIM Ahmedabad set to open its first overseas campus in September 2025?
arEada sgeraTaTs fAdae 2025 3 e ugen fA2eh ulker ozl wioad & RBedare t»
1.Singapore [ A 2.london | &&d
3. New York [ sgdih 4.Dubai /g3
5. Abu Dhabi [ 3g &Teft
. 4
Which major themes will NCERT introduce in its new curriculum modules for school students?
varefi€anedt Tpet BTAl & [T 3Ua oIC UTGIha ATSYe & ol 8 Yol fAud Ueqd Hem?
1.Indian Astronaut & Operation Sindoor / 3Tzt sfafer ar=t sz sitaRers fAsge
2. Digital India & UPI | RfStee &f3an site gdtams
3. Jal Jeevan Mission & Mission Shakti [ 5 tiast fRerat itz fRers eifds
4. Atmanirbhar Bharat & National Education Policy | ATcRfaafe aired 3iie erfta falen sfifa
5. Make in India & Startup India | #® 3ot £f3ar 3z s sf2ar
.1
Who recently won India’s first medal in 15 years at the World Junior Squash Championships?
e @ A A gfRae e Afdasifer 3 15 aul # aed &1 Uge! Ues fhaa ofar?
1. Joshna Chinappa [ Stera faeroar
2. Anahat Singh / 3eiTgd f&g
3. Dipika Pallikal | #feT uediees
4. Saurav Ghosal [ Ted GiETe
5. Nadien Elhammamy / sTétel TSgaaTett
. 2
Where is the 14th edition of the India-Singapore joint military exercise ‘Bold Kurukshetra 2025’ being held?
aTea-fAYIYE SYeh Aod HIUTH ‘Ses HEHAA 2025' BT 14d1 HeEHevT dhel Hlford fbsan ot e 82
1.Pune [ qut 2. Hyderabad | 22TaTg
3. Wellington / af@rea 4. Jodhpur | SeqE
5. Port Blair [ UIE &5u2
. 4
Where was the Indian Army’s ‘Exercise Drone Prahar’ recently conducted?
e @ 3 arreeftar S w1 s1edTH ot WeTe e smaifora fasan arare
1. Tawang, Arunachal Pradesh [ ddiv1, S0 Weel
2. Tezpur, Assam | AAYe, 3&H
3. Rayang, Arunachal Pradesh | /9T, &0 Heael
4.1mphal, Manipur | %Te, Af0Iqe
5.Shillong, Meghalaya [ foi&iT, Auea
. 3
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What is the name of the new special forces unit announced by the Army Chief on Kargil Vijay Diwas 2025?
FTefte f3ora fRaw 2025 e At WayH grer siftd o7 fAehy 9 SbTE o1 oilet ol 82
1. Vajra Task Force | @ €1&® Wid
2. Trinetra Rapid Unit / a7 2fdz gfae
3. Garud Battle Group [ &3 d¢a Y0
4. Veer Vikas Force [ dtz fdsra wief
5. Bhairav Light Commando Battalion [32d BT3¢ &g aeifcsast
5
Where did Defence Minister Rajnath Singh pay tribute on the 26th Kargil Vijay Diwas?
e At erotenel g A 268 Siie fava fRaa we ol s@iafe sfda $ie
1. National War Memorial, New Delhi [ Ts{a ez TATEH, o738 faco!
2. India Gate, New Delhi [ f2andte, o1f fReost
3. Amar Jawan Jyoti, Delhi / 3/#e Tare waifa, feeest
4.Kargil War Museum, Dras | ®2f31e gg @9eed, ard
5. Red Fort, Delhi | &Ta fahest, fReeht
.1
When was the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) originally established?
Fdta Rod qfda e (Htsmedies) 6 =i Jaa: s g oAie
1. August 15,1947 [ 15 3T, 1947
2. January 26, 1950 / 26 Weidel, 1950
3. October 2,1935 [ 2 3[@<a?, 1935
4.July 27,1939 [ 27 ,1939
5.March 1,1955 [ 13T, 1955
4
When is World Mangrove Day observed annually?
fasy Avira Raa wfdad s Fremar srar 22
1.June 5 [ 5
2. July 26 [ 26 JSTE
3. August 12 /12 39T
4.September 16 / 16 f@dae
5. October 24 [ 24 3(aga?
2
Who is the author of the book titled "The Conscience Network: A Chronicle of Resistance to a Dictatorship™?
"2 Bifoerdd siedds: T hifoldhe 3Th et a ¢ v RR eI A1os [oas & 35® il 22
1. Arundhati Roy [ 3r&efa 2
2. Ramachandra Guha | ZTeTeg IET
3. Shashi Tharoor | 2ifel &2
4.Pavan K. Varma [ 9dsi &. gl

5. Sugata Srinivasaraju [ FITTaT shfaarerTsy
5
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