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m m (/ﬂ? X FRIEND 1. yaar exam me help kar d

FRIEND 2: maine padhayi hi nahi ha
causing harm in a way that is gradual or not easily FRIEND 2: ma'am extra sheet

noticed UIUBE_(h DAy ..
O Xl ) = Dhokhaa swabhaav hai mera

* Perfidious __~ 1J0"% Candid e

= TreacherOUS/ / * [lluminatin ¢g/

» Deceptive * Explanatory NOUH -(insidiousnesgy
e O(andwh - s
Dewiovs V- oyt
>, The virus spread 1"9 infecting thousands before anyone realized.
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PARSIMONIOUS C3 LG

giving or sharing as little as possible

SYNONYMS

— E———————

ANTONYMS

* Penurious F g * Lavish
 Stingy ~— * Extrav ant./

* Tightfisted * Munificent Noun-(parsimony)
* Niggardly — . Bountifu% \__———'/
" q

Lenivy

While he remained parsimonious in personal spending, his sister was
known for her nature.
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having or marked by a tendency to be guided more

by ideals than by reallty / i

'
SYNONYMS ANTONYMS l 0 4

* Utopian_-~ * Pragmatic /
* ldealistic_/  Hardheaded~
 Romantic o Reallstlc/ Noun- (Cllllxousm)

v

ol Gt Sodpie @)

y,
Her ~__ often made her the subject of ridiculg”

(ales
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) pauntLess  QERZER

feeling or displaying no fear by temperament

Auda cionr =
wznfm«m
/ﬁant O\ * Timid ./
o ](}natlrl:gith S *QQA : g:?gggr{/ Noun-(dauntlessness)
. Stawart “Wﬂw “W
Ak The soldiers’ inspired the entire nation.




A

TH M MNINAVU ’» ol . 47!
) svcopnant  QEELECT

| @ Life mai bohot paap kiye
a person who flatters another in order to get alfead ’ : :
. A

/ "G\
oty oy W

\
par kabhi marks ke liye
teachers ki chamcha giri nahi k
. Flunkey * Critic quf/ ot 4

. Llcksplttle » Adversar ectlve -(sycophantic)

. Toady * Disputer /
‘\SOO)VM&/ a (P

L While he preferred sycophants who always praised him, she Vélued
7 | honest
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Wm

to cause to twine about one another

/
* Entwine_ * Uncoil _
» Writhe__ * Unravel ~
e Mesh - “ DisconnecV AdjeCtiVE'(inthtWiHEd)
* Implicate ' » Untangle / Noun-(intertwir}rlgﬂ

Sojpdls

\
The economies of the two countries are deeply

(e G
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JUXTAPOSED S[3T §3m
having a border in common ({U/)}

* Adjoining . Dispersed/

* Collocated / e Detached Verb-(juxtapos
. antiguouAs / e Isolated Noun-(juxtapo)s'tion)

The of luxury and poverty in the city is striking.

(aled




an imitation that is passed off as genuine

SYNONYMS

RN

* Counterfeit_-
* Sham

ANTONYMS

. Authenticity

* Reality
. Honest}"// Noun-(hoaxer)

* Dupe o
* Ruse _/ » Fact /
v /
The hackers users into giving up their personal information.




having too high an opinion of oneself

(aled

o S " rorms
* Conceited 1 * Humble / FORMS

. Domineeripg . Difﬁdgmy Noun-(complacency)
. Pompous/( « Meek —

HlcHTSC

fo

in the face of competition can lead to failure.
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To restore someone or something to a former
position, condition, or status.

SYNONYMS ANTONYMS F _—

* Restore * Abolish M F;RMS
* Reestablished / . Suspend /, WM -

e Reintroduce » Displace oun-(reinstatement)

e Return / * Remove /)Y)VW/"
) v/ Y Aclmew 51

While some argued to reinstate the pollcy, others 1n51sted it should be
JIN | permanently i
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R,

conceived or made without regard for reason or
reality —

v Y
, )
. Blzarre/ * Rational

=

* Ridiculous ~ . Loglcal/

+ Grotesque » Sensible / Noun- (absurdnty)
. Pecullar o . Reasona% M

The sheer__ ofthe situation made everyone laugh.

(alemp
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l}iRASAL ;/y'?(BS
*Play out - This means to unfold or develop over time.
Example: The long-term effects of sub-replacement fertility will play out
gradually across generations, not overnight.

*Zero in on~ It means to focus closely or exclusively on something.
Example: Policymakers must zero in on structural barriers—Ilike childcare

costs and job insecurity—that prevent families from having children.

eBear down on —dt means to apply pressure or aggressively target something.
Example: Some governments are beginning to bear down on women’s
reproductive choices in response to falling birth rates.

e
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IDIOMS
A ticking time bomb - Refers to a situation that may seerrytable now but
is likely to become dangerous or pyoblematic.
Example: Some economists view ageing populations as a ticking time bomb
for national healthcare and pension systems.

*Throw the baby out with the bathwater - Means to eliminate something
valuable along with the undesirable.

Example: In critiquing pronatalist policies, we shouldn't throw the baby
out with the bathwater by ignoring real parental challenges.

eGrasp at strawy— Means to try despeéte or ineffective solutions.
Example: Announcing one-time cash incentives for childbirth is like
grasping at straws—it doesn't solve deeper societal problems.

e




1) THE HINDU EDITORIAL ANALYSIS | ANUBHAV SIR |8 am | I

Root Word: “dict” (Latin: to say or speak)

Word Meaning Example Sentence

To command or speak with The manager dictated a list of
authority _— tasks for the day.

S To forecast or say something will Experts predicted a drop in the
happen birth rate.

Dictate

Predict

The jury returned a unanimous
verdict of guilt.

o

Verdict

A formal decision given by a jury

His actions contradict his earlier

Contradict To speak against or deny .
promises.

The choice and use of words In Her clear diction made the

Diction speech/writing speech impactful.




A XX

Demographic thinking has always been intertwined with public discourse and, at times,
poorly interpreted. With every passm_g__lfopula(ln}n Day’, we see a shifting %J_'scourseCfrom a
Malthusian Cry about runaway growth and ecological stram Yo an animated fear of fast-
falling fertility rates. 4

A rising chorus of voices is warning the world o(ﬁo_pulatlon declm%ald civilisation
“dwingdling to nothing” (Yet much of this alarmism 1{i)rematur an lytlcall@%and
ethically troub‘l/mg\ While there is nqambl?lﬁyi‘ that th@ertlllty rate s falling-the
implicatiops drawn are ofter( ll-informe Pr}natahst movements are(gammg currency}
among nation-states with var degrees of urgency, For the last few years, the self-
identified ‘demographer’ Elon Musk has been ‘concerned’ gbout falling birth rates and
predicted a ‘population collapsg’ within the next 20 years./The Musk Foundation even made
its biggest donation to a higher education institution — about $10 milliopn, to the Umver51ty
of Texas — to establish the "‘Population Wellbeing [nitiative’ (f uxtaposedywith Mr. Musk's
claims are the data by the United Nations World Population Prospects (WPP), , released
every two years. rs. The world’s population is predicted to increase during the next 50 years,

from 8.2 billion in 2024 to a peak of about 10.3 billion in the mid- 20899 according to WPP
2024. I




The population is expected to steadily decline after this peak, buf 10.2 billion people is
proof that the/population collapse\s a hoax — even though the 2100 population is
predicted to (le)g 6% s‘m/zgllen (_)—r_gc;};hlyzmﬁnillion fewmeopm/:timategardecade
ago. A large portion of the alarmism misses two points. First,_p_r_(;j_ections are not
predictions. The underlying assumptions regarding future vital rates drive these
projections — the farther the projection, the less accurate it is. Second, there is glag eb
in demographic change, i.e., the time lag between changes in@un’@gﬁepro uctiz%l
their implication on age distribution and population size. When a population reaches -
below-replacement fertility (TFR < 2.1), it can continue to grow for decades due to
population momentum — growth is maintained because a significant portion of the
reproductive-age population continues to produce children, albeit fewer than in the past.
No population shrinks overnight or reaches stationarity linearly. -
The panic over(fgl_li_r_fg births)and an ageing population hag unjustly targeted women who
have opted out of(childbearing, curbing their rights to, a;ortion and contracep\t;oﬁﬁ']ﬁ
homogenisation of women as a single entity, shedding the idea of childbearing, is absurd.

Most people want to have children, around twg/ yet they are shut out of parenthood.
e
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The focus should shift to those who want child?e{n but are unable to do so — not the

voluntarily childl;ss. Target-driven pronatalism, such as baby bonuses and one-off benefits,

ﬂ

reinstates traditional gender roples, ignores men’s contrit\)u/t'en, and often does mo@
than good. R

Countries facing declining fertility must let go of ethno-nationalist discourse and support
societal changes in favour of women and families. [The fear of a shrinking workforce should
be addressed not by pressuring women to have more babies, but by hiring them in the paid

——=g,

workforce and not penalising them for mother/hood. I

® &




1. Inference (Advanced Cause-Effect Reasoning)

The author would most likely agree with which of the following
statements regarding the perceived threat of a declining population?
X

A. It is a legitimate concetyequiring urgent policy intervention across all
countries.

B. Itis a speculative concern rooted more in ideology and faulty
projections than in demographic certainty. | -

C. It reflects the global south’s fear of be'ygg overwhelmed by ageing
western societies.

D. It is inevitable.and should be embraced rather than resisted.

E. It has been underestimated by global population agencies like E_}l?« UN.

N
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2. Vocabulary - Contextual Interpretation

In the phrase “ethically troubling”, the word "trou?}ing" most likely
implies:
\(
A. morally ambiguous ay legally unenforceable
B. mildly controversial but ulti?%ately tolerable
C. emotionally triggering in publicxdiscourse
D. deeply problematic from a moral or human rights standpoin

E. logically flawed but socially acceptable
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3. Implied Meaning / Paradox Resolution

Which of the following best resolves the apparent contradiction between a
falling fertility rate and continued population growth?

A. Fertility rates are cyclical and naturally recover over time.
B. Many people are still unaware of contraceptive methods.

C. Population growth is driven by momentum from past reprodic}'ye
trends. B

D. Governments manipulate demographic data for political ends.
E. Migration fills the fertility gap in ageing societies.
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4. Logical Structure (Purpose of Example)

What is the function of the example involving the Musk Foundatlon ~
donation?

/
A. To illustrate the dlsproportlor‘l/te(inﬂue aof tech billionaires in

academic discourse —/
B. To showcase the misuse of philanthropy to advance corporate interests
C. To provide a concrete instance of rising concern o%ﬂ population decline

ﬂ-\

D. To highlight a contrast between private and governmental demographlc

approaches B A
E. To show how universities depend on demé@\raphic research grants

O —
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5. Critical Reasoning - Strengthening the Argument

Which of the following, if true, \A}oﬁld most strengthen the author's
argument against population collapse panic? i

A. Several countries with below-replacement fertility have experienced a
rise in immigration-driven growth.

B. Most families are delaying childbirth due to financial insecurity.

C. Fertility incentives have led to a margina\l}ise in birth rates-in select
regions.

D. The global south is now experiencing similar declines in fertility.

E. A higher education level correlates with fewer children globally.

e
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6. Tone (Nuanced Identification)

Q6. The tone of the passage toward state-led pronatalist policies is best
described as:

A. Dispassionate and explanatory

B. Cautiously optimistic and reform-oriented
C. Satirical and dismissive

D. Critical and gender-conscious

E. Alarmist and nationalist
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On July 9, 2025, a span of a 40-year-old bridge in Vadodara in Gu;arat(caved in)sending
half-a-dozen vehicles into }he Mahisagar river below. On Thursday (July 10,2025), 18
people were confirmed dead. Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel has ordered an investigation
into the cause, which locals have alleged to be the long-standing neglecﬁby local
authorities/On June 15, 2025, an iron pedestrlan bridge over the Indrayani river in Pune

district collapsed due to overloading, leaving four dead.)In May, a concrete slab being
hoisted by a crane at the site of the construction of a bridge over the Kathajodi river in

Cuttack fell on workers below, killing three. Similarly, in 2024, the Ghatkopar hoarding
collapse in Mumbai resulted in 17 fatali _t_l_e_SJAnd in 2023, there were more accidents — a
girder failure at an under-construction railway bridge in Mizoram left 26 worker _}dead a
rooftop billboard collapse killed two women in Lucknow; and a pillar collapse at a metro
construction site in Bengaluru killed a mother and her toddler. In 2022, the Morbi
suspension bridge over the Machchhu river, again in Gujarat, failed, killing more than 140
people. These are only some of the hundreds of incidents involving the catastrophic
failure of public infrastructure. They are accompanied by road accidents and deadly fires
in crowded areas, both of which regularly claim many lives. /~

e




THE HINDU EDITORIAL ANALYSIS | ANUBHAV SIR | 8 AM | m

Even if they are isolated, they are not entirely accidental: they are symptoms of India’s ageing
infrastructure that is being tested, /especially in peri-urban areas, as industrial growth and
urban populations expand. Facilities such as bridges, roads and hospitals that were designed
for some number of users, are progressively giving way under the weight of more. So also are
the departments responsible for their upkeep, many of which remain underfunded,
understaffed or complacent-While the authorities have ordered investigatiofis Whese
incidents, few have yielded failure analysis reports into th¢public domaigrhﬁome also prompted
audits but they were restricted to infrastructure of the same type. Given the evidenﬁlbiqui‘t&?f
the problem, India must modify asset-creatjng initiatives such as the Urban Infrastructure
Development Fund to have additional priorities and adjust the incentives ef rehabilitative
schemes such as the Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation to help regularly
maintain ageing urban assets in all centres, with greater frequency in those peopled by 10 takh
or more. Second, while baselie audit frameworks for municipal bridges exist, they must be
enforced more uniformly and transparently/f? inally, until then, accidents lﬁst trigger a probe
by a statutory body/p’lus a mandatory audit of all major infrastructure, and States must

o

endeavour to publish the findings at tkyarliest -
%
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7. Grammar Error Spotting

Identify the segment with a grammatical error:

Even thoug@@A) / are ageing rapidly and often

changes in ho
A. A

B
e

aintained. (D) / No error (E)

overloaded, (B) / n ost of the authorities have not (C) / made any systemic

OO0 W

m
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8. Idiom or Expression - Interpretation

Q8. What is the meaning of the phrase “giving way under the weight of
more” in the context of infrastructure?

A. Becoming more inclusive as populations grow
B. Expanding their design capacity
C. Succumbing to excessive pressure from overxuse

—a

D. Becoming financially unviable
E. Evolving to meet modern standards




.

i o]’ A ) A

TH

9. Column-Based (Match cause with effect)
Match the items in Column A with the most appropriate consequence from
Column B:

Column A (Reason) Column B (Effect)

A. Underfunded departments Al 1. Result in poor maintenance of
. ¥ —  infrastructure

B. Infrastructure not designed

fy .
SLTTENt DB [ i} Beglqs to collapse under pressuIe

C. Failure audits not released publig}y 3. Reduces public accountability
i —r

Options:

A. A-2, B-3, C-1 B. A-1, B-2, C- / C.A-3,B-1,C-2

D. A-2,B-1,C-3 E.A-1,B-3
S
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10. Sentence Completion (Advanced Causal Reasoning)

Given the passage’s argument, audits restricted to similar types of
infrastructure are insufficient because

A. they cannot address the issue of rural underdevelopment

B. they exclude large-scale assets like hospitals and metros

C. systemic vulnerabilities often span different infra§t/racture types
D. bridge-related data is already publicly available

E. these audits result in project delays and public disapproval
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